
Celebrating the Gift of Fathers and Role Models

As we approach Father’s Day, we take a moment to give thanks for 
the fathers, grandfathers and father figures who guide, encourage 
and love us. Through their care and example, we are reminded of the 
loving presence of our Heavenly Father.

A Father’s Love – The Parable of the Prodigal Son

Jesus told a story about a father who had 
two sons. One son left home and made 
many mistakes, but when he returned, his 
father did not turn him away. Instead, he 
ran to meet him, welcomed him home and 
celebrated his return.

Jesus used this story to help us understand God’s love for us, a love 
that is patient, forgiving and always ready to welcome us home.

“While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 
was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son.”
 Luke 15:20
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Prayer
Loving God,

 

Thank you for the fathers and role models in our lives.
 Thank you for the people who guide us,

 encourage us and help us to grow.

Bless them with patience, wisdom and strength.
 Help them to lead with love

 and be wonderful examples to others.

Bless all our families
 and remind us that we are always held

 in the loving care of our Heavenly Father.

St Vincent de Paul Feast Day- Term 4
Next term, on Thursday 8 October, our whole school community 
will celebrate the Feast Day of our patron saint, 
St Vincent de Paul, celebrating his life and commitment to helping 
people in need.

Students will also participate in a 
Walkathon to raise funds for the 
Columban Mission, supporting 
missionary work with 
communities experiencing 
poverty and injustice around the 
world.

Further information about the day 
will be shared with families via 
Audiri. Please see the flyer below 
for more details.

Melissa Pannell
Religious Education Leader
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FATHER’ S DAY
This Father’s Day, we take the opportunity to celebrate and 
recognise the wonderful fathers, grandfathers, stepfathers, carers 
and father figures in our school community.
We pray for all the fathers and father figures in our community, 
giving thanks for the love, strength, wisdom and guidance they 
share with their families. May they continue to be examples of 
God’s love through their patience, compassion, generosity and 
care. We wish all the special men in our community a very happy 
Father’s Day and hope they enjoy a wonderful day surrounded by 
family and loved ones. We look forward to seeing dads and 
father figures at tomorrow’s Father Day Breakfast organised by 
the Parents Association.

BUILDING UPDATE
The construction of the new classroom has been postponed, with 
works originally scheduled to commence this term. Prior to the 
commencement of the project, a number of additional costs were 
identified that were not included in the original tender.
Unfortunately, these additional costs would make the project 
financially unviable, as the overall cost would exceed the school’s 
current borrowing capacity. Following consultation with 
Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS), the school has 
therefore made the decision to put the project out to tender 
again, with the aim of securing a more financially sustainable 
outcome.
As a result, construction of the new classroom will now 
commence in 2027. While this is disappointing, we believe 
retendering the project is the most responsible approach to 
ensure the development can proceed without placing undue 
financial pressure on the school.

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT SURVEYS
This week all families should have received an email with a link 
and PIN to access the Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools – 
School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS). MACSSIS is a set of 
surveys that have been built specifically for Catholic schools in 
Melbourne by the Learning Services team at MACS. The results 
from the surveys provide important information for our school 
and help guide our goals for the coming year(s). We would 
encourage all families to take the time to complete the survey. 
The more people who complete it the greater the accuracy of the 
data collected.

YEAR 5  FAMILY MASS & YEAR 6 COMMITMENT MASS
Next weekend on Saturday September 12 and Sunday 
September 13 all the families who have children in Year 5 and 
Year 6 are invited to attend the Family Mass and Commitment 
Mass respectively. This is a terrific opportunity to gather as a 
community and celebrate the Eucharist. The Year 6 children will 
also be invited onto the sanctuary to recite the creed as part of 
the mass and their commitment to preparing for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. We look forward to seeing all families at the mass. 
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Principal’s Message

“St Vincent de Paul School empowers students to become lifelong learners facing life with 
faith, hope, humility and resilience.”

BATTLE OF THE SAINTS
There was a fantastic turnout for the Battle of the Saints event 
held last Saturday at Maribyrnong Park. It was wonderful to see 
so many families from St Monica’s, St Therese’s, St Mary’s and St 
Vincent’s come together to enjoy such a popular community 
event.
A special thank you to Michael Di Natale and David Blunt for the 
tremendous organisation and preparation that went into making 
the day such a success. Events like this take considerable time 
and effort to coordinate, and their contribution is greatly 
appreciated.
It was particularly pleasing to see the girls, boys and dads teams 
compete with such enthusiasm while maintaining a friendly, 
respectful and positive spirit throughout the games. 

END OF TERM 3 
A reminder that Term 3 ends on Friday September 18 at 1:30pm.
 
PLANNING FOR 2027
Planning for 2027 continues to progress and we ask any families 
who will not be returning to school in 2027 to please contact the 
school to let us know. We can then cater for any families who are 
currently on waiting lists to have the opportunity to enrol in the 
school.

ASHLEY LA PORTA
At the end of this term, Ashley La Porta will commence her 
parental leave as she prepares for the arrival of her first child. We 
wish Ashley every happiness as she begins this exciting new 
chapter and sincerely thank her for the wonderful work she has 
done with our Prep Green students throughout the year. Ashley 
has made a valued contribution to the class and we know she 
will be greatly missed by the children and families.

We look forward to hearing the wonderful news of the arrival of 
the newest member of the La Porta family and wish Ashley and 
her family all the very best during this special time.
Prep Green parents will be notified as soon as the new 
classroom teacher has been confirmed.

LEARNING CONFERENCES
Thank you to the families who have already booked in for the 
Learning Conferences which will take place on September 16. 
Children are expected to attend the learning conferences with 
their parent(s). These conferences are an opportunity for 
students and teachers to identify how children are progressing in 
their learning. The children in Year P-2 will attend the 
conferences with their parents and the teacher will facilitate the 
meeting. The children in Years 3-6 will also attend the 
conference and will facilitate the first part of the meeting, with 
the teacher facilitating the second part. The school will be closed 
on this day with the Learning Conferences beginning at 11:00am 
and concluding at 6:00pm.
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BOOK WEEK
Last week we celebrated Book Week and all that it involved. The 
children worked with the author Alex Miles as she helped them 
understand how they could be creative with their own story 
writing. The week culminated in the Book Week Parade on 
Friday. It was a sea of colour and creative ideas with some very 
unique characters. Thank you to Ms Zina D’Argenio and Ms Nicole 
Dionisio for their work in organising the events throughout the 
week and our parade hosts Mr Igoe, Ms Monaghan and Mr 
Zuccarelli for their work in ensuring each child was able to 
display their costume on the day. We have photographs of just 
some of the wonderful book week characters below. 

Shane Byrne
Principal

Principal’s Message cont…….

Nurturing a Safe and Caring Community: 
Child Safe Standard 8 
As Catholic educators, we have a moral, mission-driven, and legal 
responsibility to uphold and actively promote the wellbeing and 
safety of every student in our care. Grounded in our Catholic 
mission, we are called to act with wisdom, care, and integrity. A 
crucial part of living out this commitment is Child Safe Standard 
8, which ensures that our staff and volunteers are equipped with 
the knowledge, skills, and awareness to keep children safe 
through ongoing education and training.
Child Safe Standard 8 is often described as the "capability 
engine" of all the standards. Without a strong, resourced 
commitment to continuous learning, policies cannot operate 
effectively in practice. Safeguarding is not static; it requires 
constant reflection, skill development, and awareness of evolving 
risks and legislative obligations.

Why Standard 8 Matters
Children and young people are safest when the adults around 
them understand how to recognize risk, respond effectively to 
concerns, and foster environments that promote respect and 
inclusion. By providing regular, role-appropriate training, our 
school ensures adults act consistently, early, and with 
compassion.

The Impact on Our Students
When our staff and volunteers receive ongoing education, our 
students:
● Are Better Protected: Adults quickly recognize early 

indicators of harm or risk.
● Receive Consistent Care: Concerns are met with timely, 

appropriate responses.
● Feel Respected and Understood: Learning fosters culturally 

safe, inclusive environments.
● Flourish Daily: Safeguarding becomes an active, embedded 

part of everyday school life.
By continually growing in our own knowledge and skills, we build 
a confident, well-informed community where every child feels 
secure, valued, and supported to reach their full potential.
Thank you for partnering with us to keep our school community 
safe!

Rebecca Glenton
Learning Diversity and 
Student Wellbeing Leader

Learning Diversity & Student Wellbeing 
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Bringing Feelings to Life: Introducing Kimochis in Prep to Y2 

This term, our Junior School classrooms have welcomed some 
wonderful new friends: Kimochis!

Kimochi (key-MO-chee) is the Japanese word for "feeling," and 
the Kimochis program is a fun, research-backed social-emotional 
learning tool designed to help young children understand, 
express, and manage their emotions.

Learning how to navigate big feelings is a major milestone for 
children in Prep, Year 1, and Year 2. To help them build these 
essential life skills, we have introduced six plush Kimochi 
characters into our daily classroom routines:

● Cloud: Teaches children how to handle unpredictable moods 
and stay calm.

● Bug: Helps students practice bravery and try new things even 
when they feel shy.

● Huggtopus: Focuses on setting healthy physical boundaries 
and learning when to slow down.

● Cat: Demonstrates how to be a good leader while managing 
frustration when things don't go to plan.

● Lovey Dove: Models kindness, gentle words, and 
peacemaking during disagreements.

● Bella Rose: Helps children practice sensitivity, managing big 
emotions, and expressing feelings in a sweet, thoughtful way.

Each character carries small, soft "feeling pillows" in a pouch, 
representing emotions like happy, sad, mad, scraped hurt, or 
brave.

Coming Soon to Our Classrooms! Our Kimochi family is growing! 
We will soon be introducing Clover (who helps children learn 
about optimism, luck, and overcoming mistakes) and Hero (who 
encourages resilience, doing the right thing, and helping others).

How We Use Them in the Classroom

Through interactive storytelling, role-play, and circle time, 
teachers use the Kimochis to teach practical self-regulation 
strategies. Students learn:

● Emotional Literacy: Giving name and color to what they feel 
inside, making big emotions less overwhelming.

● Communication Skills: Using a "talking voice" instead of a 
"screaming voice" or shutting down when upset.

● Conflict Resolution: Practicing simple positive scripts (like 
"Rewind" or "Take a deep breath") to work through 
playground disagreements.

By bringing these characters into everyday learning, we are giving 
our youngest students a shared language for their feelings, 
fostering empathy, and creating a supportive environment where 
every child feels heard. Keep an eye out, your child might just 
introduce you to their favorite Kimochi character at home!

Rebecca Glenton
Learning Diversity and Student Wellbeing Leader

Learning Diversity & Student Wellbeing 

Celebrating Stories, Culture, and Language: Indigenous 
Literacy Day 

On the first Wednesday of September, our school community 
joins together to celebrate Indigenous Literacy Day (ILD). 
Organised annually by the Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF), 
this important day highlights the richness of First Nations stories, 
cultures, and languages while promoting literacy equity for 
children in remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities across Australia.

This year’s national theme is "Country Is Our Teacher". It 
reminds us that for First Nations peoples, literacy extends 
beyond books on a shelf, it encompasses deep connections to the 
land, sea, sky, oral traditions, and languages passed down 
through generations

Why Indigenous Literacy Day Matters

In remote parts of Australia, access to culturally relevant books 
and learning resources in first languages can be limited. 
Indigenous Literacy Day calls attention to this gap and celebrates 
the work being done to ensure every child has access to quality 
literature that reflects their identity, language, and background. 
When children see their own culture and language represented 
in books, it fosters pride, deepens belonging, and builds a strong 
foundation for lifelong learning. 

 How You Can Support at Home

● Read Together: Seek out children’s books by Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander authors and illustrators at your local 
library or bookstore.

● Talk About Country: Encourage your child to share what 
they’ve learned at school about the Traditional Custodians of 
the land on which we live and play.

● Support the ILF: Consider making a small donation or 
participating in local book swap events that support the 
Indigenous Literacy Foundation’s work in supplying books to 
remote communities.

Some recommended books include:

"Welcome to Country" by Aunty Joy Murphy Wandin & Lisa 
Kennedy,  A beautifully illustrated invitation to the traditional 
lands of the Wurundjeri people.

"Respect" by Aunty Fay Muir & Sue Lawson — A gentle story 
introducing young children to First Nations values of care, 
community, and respect for Country.

"No Way Yirrikipayi!" by Alison Lester & the Children of Tiwi 
College — A fun, interactive story about a hungry crocodile on 
the Tiwi Islands.

By sharing and honoring First Nations stories, we enrich our 
entire school community and take meaningful steps toward a 
more inclusive future. 



Interschool Sport – Hoop Time 

Congratulations to all three teams who represented the school at 
the recent Interschool Sport Hoop Time competition.

Well done to our All-Star Girls and Future Star Boys teams for 
making the grand final in their respective competitions. A huge 
congratulations to our All-Star Boys, who won their grand final 
against Penleigh and Essendon Grammar! 

The All-Star Boys will now progress to the next stage of the 
Hoop Time competition, where they will represent our school 
once again. We wish them all the very best!

Thank you to Ebony Munro, Matt Shannon and Peter Mineo for 
volunteering their time to coach the teams.

District Athletics 

Well done to all students who were selected to compete at the 
recent District Athletics Competition, held at the Keilor Park 
Athletics Track.

It was fantastic to see so many students representing our school 
and giving their best throughout the day. Congratulations to all 
students who placed in the top three in their events, a fantastic 
achievement!

A special congratulations to the eight students who finished in 
the top two in their respective events and have now qualified to 
represent the school at the Division Athletics Competition. We 
wish them the best of luck at the next level!
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SSV AFL State Football 

Congratulations to Louie Howard 
on his recent representation at 
the SSV AFL Schoolboys 
Competition at the National 
Championships.

Louie was selected in the Victorian Schoolboys AFL Team and 
was also named captain of the side. An outstanding achievement 
and a wonderful recognition of his leadership, character and 
sportsmanship.

To top it off, congratulations to Louie and the Victorian team on 
winning the National Championships, defeating Western 
Australia in the final! 

We are incredibly proud of Louie and his achievements. His 
selection and appointment as captain is a true reflection of the 
way he conducts himself both on and off the field. 
Well done, Louie! 

Daniel Igoe 
Sports / PE Co-ordinator

Sports News

Term 4 Chess Club
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On Thursday 17th September we look forward to FOOTY 
COLOURS DAY! 
The SRC have gathered ideas from their classmates on what 
activities that they would like to do on this day. After surveying 
their classmates the SRC presented the various charities that 
they would like to support to Ms. Glenton. 
The students have chosen The Big Freeze as the charity that 
they would like to support on Footy Colours Day.  

Things to note:
- Please wear Footy Colours on Thursday 17th September
- Please bring one gold coin, per student, to support the Big 

Freeze
- Please join in with the activities on Footy Colours Day!

Footy Colours Day

Learning Conferences will be coming up in Week 10 on 
Wednesday 16th September. This will be a pupil free day for all 
students. Below you will find information on how to book. 
Please note that bookings will open at 8:30am on Tuesday 28th 
July and will close on Thursday 10th September at 1pm.  

Term 3 Learning Conferences



Please note the following 2026 Family Mass dates for Year 
Levels other than Sacramental years (Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6).  
The dates for the Commitment Masses for Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 6 year levels has been sent to families via Audiri.

PREP FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 22nd August 6pm/Sunday 23rd August 9:30am

YEAR 1 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 2nd May 6pm/Sunday 3rd May 9:30am

YEAR 2 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 14th February 6pm/Sunday 15th February 9:30am

YEAR 5 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 12th September 6pm/Sunday 13th September 

9:30am
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Term 3 school fees are due tomorrow, Friday 21st August. For 
details please refer to the statement that was emailed on 16th 
February 2026. 

If you have any concerns about your financial situation and are 
experiencing hardship, please contact Mr Shane Byrne 
(principal@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au), so that a confidential 
financial arrangement can be discussed. 

2026 Term 3 School Fees

Year 3 Reconciliation

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Tuesday 24th March (3 GOLD)

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Thursday 26th March (3 BLUE)

Year 4 First Holy Communion

○ 6:00pm Saturday 23rd May

○ 9:30am Sunday 24th May

○ 6:00pm Saturday 30th May

○ 9:30am Sunday 31st May

Year 6 Confirmation

○ 6:00pm Saturday 24th October

○ 9:30am Sunday 25th October

2026 Sacramental Dates

 

TERM 1
Wednesday 28th January (Prep)  
Friday 30th January (Yr 1–Yr 6)  –  Thursday 2nd April

 (Note: Easter 3rd-6th April) 

 TERM 2
Monday 20th April  –  Friday 26th June

TERM 3
Monday 13th July  –  Friday 18th September

 TERM 4
Monday 5th October  –  Tuesday 15th December

 

2026 Term Dates

❖ Tuesday 31st March (Learning Conferences)

❖ Thursday 28th May

❖ Monday 27th July

❖ Wednesday 16th September (Learning Conferences)

❖ Monday 2nd November

❖ Wednesday 2nd December

2026 School Closure Days

2026 Family Masses

Please see below for a link to the St. Vincent de Paul Strathmore 
and St. Monica’s Moonee Ponds parish bulletin.
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html

Parish Bulletin

St Vincent de Paul Feast Day Celebrations

https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html
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Awards

Please find listed below the names of those students receiving awards at the assembly on FRIDAY 11th September at 2:25 pm in the hall.

PREP BLUE Vincent O’Sullivan
Giuliana Rosata

FOUR BLUE Madeline Brigg 
Archer Abela 

PREP GOLD
Eve Mitchell
Greer Naim
Brooklyn Ferguson

FOUR GOLD Ashton Melideo
Annalise El Madi

PREP GREEN Analia Burgueno
Logan Maligeorgos

FOUR GREEN Joshua Barkho
Isla Kuret

ONE BLUE Jacinta Ambrosino
Annie-May Glenton

FIVE BLUE Xavier Cirelli 
Blaire Naim

ONE GOLD Anika Carmignani
Arthur Fensom

FIVE GOLD Isabella Dos Santos
Kiara Diseris

TWO BLUE Ana Dos Santos 
Hugo Duncan

FIVE GREEN Henry Giardina
Adriana Randello

TWO GOLD Charlie Bottomley
Scarlett Mitchell

SIX BLUE Christian Stattrop
Hayet Seoud

THREE BLUE Leni Gittins 
Noah Woolley

SIX GOLD Jaxon Waters
Tahlia Piccolo

THREE GOLD Octavia Dix
Archer Drapos

SIX GREEN Alexander El Madi
Eva Guardabascio

St Columba’s Spring Market Simonds Catholic College - Year 7 2028 Applications

https://pixabay.com/images/search/award/
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Important Dates

SEPTEMBER 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1
Year 5 Camp

2
Year 5 Camp
Yr 4 Gold Mass 
9:15am

3 4
Father’s Day Breakfast

5 6
Father’s Day

7 8 9
Yr 4 Blue & Yr 4 Green 
Mass 9:15am

10 11
Year 3 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

12
Yr 5 Family Mass and 
Yr 6 Commitment 
Mass (Creed) 6pm

13
Yr 5 Family Mass and 
Yr 6 Commitment 
Mass (Creed) 9:30pm

14 15 16
School Closure Day - 
Learning Conferences

17
Footy Colours Day

18
Last Day of Term 3 - 
1:30pm finish

19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
St Vincent de Paul 
Feast Day

28 29 30

OCTOBER 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1 2 3 4

5
Term 4 Begins

6 7 8
St Vincent de Paul 
Feast Day 
Celebrations

9 10 11

12 13 14
Yr 2 Gold Mass 
9:15am

15
School Advisory Board 
Meeting

16
Zooper Dooper 
Friday’s Begin
Prep Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

17 18

19 20 21
Yr 2 Blue Mass 9:15am

22 23
Zooper Dooper’s

24
Year 6 Confirmation 
6pm

25
Year 6 Confirmation 
9:30am

26
Parent’s Association 
Meeting

27 28
Yr 1 Mass 9:15am

29 30
Zooper Dooper’s
Year 1 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

31

NOVEMBER 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1

2
School Closure Day

3
Melbourne Cup Day

4
Whole School 
Athletics Carnival

5 6
Zooper Dooper’s 

7
Yr 6 Commitment 
Mass (Certificate) 6pm

8

9 10
Music Soiree

11
Remembrance Day

12
Prep 2027 Information 
Evening

13
Zooper Dooper’s 

14
School Fete

15

16 17 18
Prep & Yr 6 Mass 
9:15am

19
School Advisory Board 
Meeting

20
Zooper Dooper’s
Year 2 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

21 22

23 24 25 26 27
Zooper Dooper’s

28 29

30
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