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Pope Leo XIV's Message for the World Day of the Poor

This week, we reflect on Pope Leo XIV's message for the upcoming 
World Day of the Poor, centred on the theme: "The Lord is the refuge 
of the poor."

Pope Leo reminds us that every person is loved by God and deserves 
to be treated with dignity, respect and compassion. He encourages 
us to notice those who may feel forgotten, lonely or excluded and to 
respond with kindness and care. The Pope challenges us not only to 
trust in God as our refuge, but also to become a refuge for others by 
offering friendship, support and hope.

"The Lord is the refuge of the poor."
 Psalm 14:6

Prayer

Loving God,

Thank You for Your love and care for all people. Help us to see the 
dignity and worth of every person we meet. Open our hearts to 
those who may be feeling lonely, forgotten or in need of support. 
May we be people of kindness, compassion and generosity, sharing 
Your love through our words and actions.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

 

St. Vincent de Paul - Winter Appeal 2026

Dear Families,

As part of our commitment to living out the values of service and 
compassion, our Year 6 Mini Vinnies Leaders are once again 
supporting those in our community who may be experiencing 
hardship this winter.

This year, the St Vincent de Paul Society has requested 
donations of Coles or Woolworths grocery vouchers, which will 
be distributed to individuals and families in need. 
Our Mini Vinnies leaders felt this was a meaningful way for our 
school community to make a positive difference and support others 
during the colder months.

We invite each family to consider donating one Coles or 
Woolworths grocery voucher per family.
Please note that vouchers must be GROCERIES ONLY vouchers, as 
shown below.

We would appreciate all vouchers being returned to school by 
Friday 24th July. 
Thank you for your generosity and support of this important 
initiative. Together, we can make a meaningful difference in the 
lives of others.

Kind regards,

Mrs Pannell and The Year 6 Mini Vinnies Leaders

mailto:info@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au
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mailto:strathmore@cam.org.au
http://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/


SCHOOL CONCERT
The first of our two School Concert 
performances took place last night, 
providing a wonderful opportunity for 
our students to showcase the skills, 
talents and confidence they have 
developed throughout the term. It was 
fantastic to see the children take to the 
stage at the Clocktower and perform 
with such enthusiasm, energy and pride.

These performances are the culmination of many months of hard 
work, dedication and collaboration. Thank you to our parents and 
families for your ongoing support, particularly in helping organise 
costumes and attending the performances to encourage the 
children. Your support plays an important role in making events 
such as these so successful.

I would also like to acknowledge our dedicated staff, who work 
tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure every child is supported 
and encouraged to participate to the best of their ability. Their 
commitment and care help create opportunities for all students 
to experience success and enjoyment.

A special thank you to Emily Grindrod for her outstanding work 
over the past nine months in preparing the children for the 
concert. Emily’s dedication, enthusiasm and passion for 
performing arts have been instrumental in bringing the 
performances together. The confidence, excitement and energy 
displayed by the children on stage are a testament to the time, 
effort and expertise she has invested in this production. We are 
incredibly grateful for her leadership and commitment to 
providing such a memorable experience for our students and 
school community.

We are very excited and looking forward to tonight’s 
performance by the children in Red and Blue Houses. 

REPORTS 

Next Wednesday Student Reports will be available for parents to 
access via the Parent Portal. This report provides feedback on your 
child’s learning for Semester 1, 2026. The Essential Learnings 
contained in each of the curriculum areas are drawn from the 
Victorian Curriculum and identify the content and skills investigated 
throughout Semester 1. In conjunction with the Learning 
Conferences conducted in Term 1, the report is designed to 
document your child’s achievement to date. Learning Conferences 
will take place again in Term 3 to further update parents on your 
child’s progress. 

On May 15, an Audiri notice was sent to families with details of how 
to access the reports using the Nforma portal app. We ask that you 
ensure you have read the details so as to ensure you have access to 
the reports. An Audiri app notification will be sent to the school 
community once the reports are available for you to access using the 
nForma for Parents App. 
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Principal’s Message

“St Vincent de Paul School empowers students to become lifelong learners facing life with 
faith, hope, humility and resilience.”

END OF TERM
Next Friday, June 26,  the school terms ends at 1:30pm. Thank 
you to everyone for their support and participation in the variety 
of events and activities which have taken place throughout the 
term. I hope everyone enjoys the holiday break and we look forward 
to seeing the children return safely on Monday July 13.

PREP OFFERS
A reminder for current families that Prep 2027 acceptances are 
due tomorrow, Friday June 19. 

CLOSURE DAYS
A reminder that the school will be closed to students on July 27 
with staff involved in a professional learning day at the school. 

CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION MASS
This Saturday at the 6:00pm parish mass the children who 
celebrated their First Holy Communion will receive their  
certificate for this sacrament. We look forward to seeing all the 
Year 4 families at the mass to help commemorate this important 
step in their children’s faith development. 

INSTALLATION OF PARISH PRIEST MASS
This Sunday 21 June, Archbishop Peter Comensoli will celebrate 
the 10:30am Mass at St Monica's Church. This special Mass will 
mark the official installation of Fr. Nhan as Parish Priest of both 
St. Vincent’s and St. Monica’s Parishes.
We warmly invite all families to join us for this significant 
occasion as we celebrate Fr. Nhan’s appointment and support 
him as he formally begins his ministry within our parish 
communities. Your presence will be a wonderful sign of welcome, 
encouragement and unity as we gather together in faith to mark 
this important milestone.

LOST PROPERTY
We still have a number of items of clothing and 
lunch containers in our lost property. We would 
encourage children and parents who may be 
missing school items to check to see if they are 
currently in the Lost Property cupboard near the 
office area. 

BUILDING UPDATE
The construction of the new classroom will begin early in Term 3. 
The school will be meeting with builders next week to confirm 
the official start date. This will impact the use of the Junior Yard 
and once we confirm details with the builder we will 
communicate any changes to families. 

Shane Byrne
Principal

https://publicdomainvectors.org/en/free-clipart/Lost-and-found-box/69873.html
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Interschool Sports Update:

A BIG congratulations to both our Girls Soccer, Mixed Netball 
and AFL teams for representing our school in the Interschool 
Sports District Finals last week. 

Our AFL team went down to Strathmore 
Primary School in a nailbiter, almost coming 
back from 40 points down in the last quarter to 
get within 10 points. Well done to the boys for 
the way in which they played out the game to 
the very end. 

Well done to our District Champs the Girls 
Soccer and Mixed Netball teams! Both sides 
had big wins in their finals against Aberfeldie 
Primary School and Strathmore Primary 
School respectively. 
Both the netball and soccer teams will now 
represent our school at the Division finals 
next Thursday, against schools from the 
Buckley Park and Maribyrnong District. We 
wish them all the best in their round robin 
events.

Well done to all other students involved in the girls netball, 
mixed soccer and tee ball teams for their involvement in our 
Interschool Sports program also. Each week, our students 
represent St Vinnies with first class sportsmanship and fair play 
and we could not be prouder of their efforts. Final scores for the 
AFL, Girls Soccer and Mixed Netball are below:

● AFL:   St Vincent's 53 - 63 Strathmore

● Girls Soccer:   St Vincent’s 5 - 0 Aberfeldie

● Mixed Netball:  St Vincent's 24 - 10 Strathmore

Daniel Igoe 
Sports / PE Co-ordinator

Sports News

Wellbeing in the school holidays: Find way to learn, connect and 
recharge.
As the school holidays approach, it is a wonderful opportunity 
for students to relax, spend time with family and friends, explore 
interests and take care of their wellbeing. Holidays do not need 
to be busy or expensive, small moments of creativity, connection 
and play can make a big difference to how we feel. 
Here are some ideas to help families enjoy a balanced and happy 
break:

Getting outside and moving our bodies:
● Going on a nature walk and collecting interesting leaves, 

rocks or sticks to create artwork
● Having a picnic at a local park
● Create an I Spy scavenger hunt
● Visit a new playground

Creative activities:
● Creating a comic book or writing a short story
● Creating a holiday scrapbook with photos, drawing and 

writing
● Try photography and take photos of interesting things
● Design and make a board game

Life skills:
● Follow a recipe and cook something for the family
● Practice budgeting and planning a pretend shopping trip
● Learn a new skill such as sewing, gardening, cooking or fixing 

something

Learning something fun:
● Read a new book and create a new book cover
● Visit the local library
● Create a passion project about something you love

Connection and kindness
● Play a family board game or card game
● Help someone in the community
● Create a list of things you are grateful for

Rest and recharge
● Create a cosy reading corner
● Listen to calming music 
● Practice breathing exercises
● Try some Yoga

Holiday challenge:
Can you try:
1. Something creative
2. Something active
3. Something helpful
4. Something that helps you relax
5. Something new

I would love to hear about any student who completes the 
challenge above!

Wishing all families a safe, enjoyable and wellbeing filled 
holiday break. 

Rebecca Glenton 
Learning Diversity and Student Wellbeing Leader

Learning Diversity & Student Wellbeing 

A reminder that Term 2 school fees were due on Friday 22nd 
May. For details please refer to the statement that was emailed 
on 16th February 2026. 

If you have any concerns about your financial situation and are 
experiencing hardship, please contact Mr Shane Byrne 
(principal@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au), so that a confidential 
financial arrangement can be discussed. 

2026 Term 2 School Fees
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Please note the following 2026 Family Mass dates for Year 
Levels other than Sacramental years (Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6).  
The dates for the Commitment Masses for Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 6 year levels has been sent to families via Audiri.

PREP FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 22nd August 6pm/Sunday 23rd August 9:30am

YEAR 1 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 2nd May 6pm/Sunday 3rd May 9:30am

YEAR 2 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 14th February 6pm/Sunday 15th February 9:30am

YEAR 5 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 12th September 6pm/Sunday 13th September 

9:30am

Year 3 Reconciliation

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Tuesday 24th March (3 GOLD)

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Thursday 26th March (3 BLUE)

Year 4 First Holy Communion

○ 6:00pm Saturday 23rd May

○ 9:30am Sunday 24th May

○ 6:00pm Saturday 30th May

○ 9:30am Sunday 31st May

Year 6 Confirmation

○ 6:00pm Saturday 24th October

○ 9:30am Sunday 25th October

2026 Sacramental Dates

 

TERM 1
Wednesday 28th January (Prep)  
Friday 30th January (Yr 1–Yr 6)  –  Thursday 2nd April

 (Note: Easter 3rd-6th April) 

 TERM 2
Monday 20th April  –  Friday 26th June

TERM 3
Monday 13th July  –  Friday 18th September

 TERM 4
Monday 5th October  –  Tuesday 15th December

 

2026 Term Dates

❖ Tuesday 31st March (Learning Conferences)

❖ Thursday 28th May

❖ Monday 27th July

❖ Wednesday 16th September (Learning Conferences)

❖ Monday 2nd November

❖ Wednesday 2nd December

2026 School Closure Days

2026 Family Masses

Please see below for a link to the St. Vincent de Paul Strathmore 
and St. Monica’s Moonee Ponds parish bulletin.
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html

Parish Bulletin

Term 3 Chess Club

https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html
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Term 3, 2026 - PE, Classroom Sport and Library Timetable

CLASS PE Lesson Classroom Sport Library

Prep Gold Thursday Wednesday Monday

Prep Blue Thursday Wednesday Monday

Prep Green Monday Wednesday Monday

One Gold Friday Thursday Thursday 

One Blue Monday Thursday Thursday 

Two Gold Wednesday Thursday Thursday 

Two Blue Wednesday Thursday Thursday 

Three Gold Monday Friday Thursday 

Three Blue Monday Friday Thursday 

Four Gold Wednesday Friday  Monday 

Four Blue Tuesday Friday Tuesday

Four Green Thursday Friday Wednesday

Five Gold Monday Tuesday Friday 

Five Blue Friday Monday Friday 

Five Green Tuesday Monday Friday

Six Gold Thursday Friday Monday

Six Blue Tuesday Friday Monday

Six Green Wednesday Friday Monday



Simonds Catholic College - Tours for 2028 Entry
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Vic Soccer Winter Clinics

Penola Catholic College - Year 7, 2028 Enrolments
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Important Dates

JUNE 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1 2 3
Prep & Yr 6 Mass 
9:15am

4 5
Year 1 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

6 7

8
King’s Birthday Public 
Holiday

9 10
Yr 5 Gold Mass 
9:15am

11
Hot Food Day (Pizza)
School Advisory Board 
Meeting

12
Prep Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

13 14

15 16 17
Yr 5 Blue Mass 9:15am
School Concert 7pm - 
(Gold & Green House)

18
School Concert 7pm - 
(Red & Blue House)

19 20
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass (Certificate) 6pm

21

22 23 24
Yr 5 Green Mass 
9:15am

25
Crazy Hair Day (Fete 
donation)

26
Last Day of Term 1 - 
1:30pm finish

27 28

29 30

JULY 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13
Term 3 Begins

14 15 16 17
Casual Clothes Day 
(Fete donation)

18 19

20 21 22
Yr 6 Gold Mass 
9:15am

23
School Advisory Board 
Meeting

24
Trivia Night

25 26

27
School Closure Day

28 29
Yr 6 Blue Mass 9:15am

30 31
Hot Food Day
Year 6 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

AUGUST 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1 2

3 4 5
Yr 6 Green Mass 
9:15am

6 7 8
Feast of Mary 
McKillop

9

10 11 12 13
Second Hand Uniform 
Sale 9:15am (Hall)

14
Year 5 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

15 16

17 18 19
Yr 3 Blue Mass 9:15am

20
Confirmation Parent 
Information Evening 
7pm

21
Casual Clothes Day 
(Fete donation)

22
Prep Family Mass and 
Yr 6 Commitment 
Mass (Enrolment) 6pm

23
Prep Family Mass and 
Yr 6 Commitment 
Mass (Enrolment) 
9:30pm

24 25 26
Yr 3 Gold Mass 
9:15am

27
Father’s Day Stall
School Advisory Board 
Meeting

28
Book Week Parade
Year 4 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

29
Battle of the Saints

30

31
Year 5 Camp
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HOLIDAY PROGRAM EXCURSION ARRIVAL TIMES AT THE SERVICE
Dear Families,

Please ensure that your child/children arrive at the service for the following excursions by the following times. 
Please be aware that we cannot wait if your child is late. Thank you for your understanding.

EXCURSION                                                  ARRIVAL TIME AT SERVICE

MOVIES - Wednesday 1st July                                  9:30am

DISNEY ON ICE - Friday 3rd July                              8:45am

INFLATABLE WORLD - Wednesday 8th July                9:00am

ROLLER SKATING - Friday 10th July                       9:00am

2026 Winter Holiday Program

 

TheirCare News
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