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The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

This coming Sunday, we celebrate The Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ, a special feast in the Catholic Church that celebrates Jesus’ 
real presence in the Eucharist. On this day, we give thanks for the gift 
of Holy Communion and remember that Jesus continues to nourish, 
strengthen and unite us through His Body and Blood. This 
celebration invites us to deepen our faith in the Eucharist and reflect 
on how we can live as disciples of Christ in our daily lives. 

Please see the First Reading for this Sunday’s Mass

1 Corinthians 10:16-17
That there is only one loaf means that, though we are many, we form 
one body. The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the 
blood of Christ, and the bread that we break is a communion with 
the body of Christ. The fact that there is only one loaf means that, 
though there are many of us, we form a single body because we all 
have a share in this one loaf.

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Congratulations to our Year 4 students who recently received the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. We are very proud of the reverence 
and enthusiasm they showed throughout their preparation and 
celebrations. Thank you to our Year 4 teachers and families for their 
support in helping make this special occasion possible. 

 St. Vincent de Paul - Winter Appeal 2026

Dear Families,

As part of our commitment to living out the values of service and 
compassion, our Year 6 Mini Vinnies Leaders are once again 
supporting those in our community who may be experiencing 
hardship this winter.

This year, the St Vincent de Paul Society has requested 
donations of Coles or Woolworths grocery vouchers, which will 
be distributed to individuals and families in need. 
Our Mini Vinnies leaders felt this was a meaningful way for our 
school community to make a positive difference and support others 
during the colder months.

We invite each family to consider donating one Coles or 
Woolworths grocery voucher per family.
Please note that vouchers must be GROCERIES ONLY vouchers, as 
shown below.

We would appreciate all vouchers being returned to school by 
Friday 24th July. 
Thank you for your generosity and support of this important 
initiative. Together, we can make a meaningful difference in the 
lives of others.

Kind regards,

Mrs Pannell and The Year 6 Mini Vinnies Leaders
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mailto:principal@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au
mailto:strathmore@cam.org.au
http://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/


FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

Over the past two weekends, our Year 4 children celebrated the 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion, a significant milestone in 
their faith journey. Through the support and guidance of their 
parents, school staff and Fr. Nhan, the children were thoughtfully 
and thoroughly prepared for this special occasion.

We congratulate all the children who received their First Holy 
Communion and commend them on taking this important step in 
their relationship with God.

We extend our sincere gratitude to the staff who supported the 
children throughout their preparation, particularly their teachers: 
Melissa Pannell, Nathan Zuccarelli, Giulia Costanzo, Holly Caven, 
and Antoinette McKinnon. We also thank Fr. Nhan for his spiritual 
guidance and ongoing support of the children and their families 
during this meaningful time.

The children will receive their sacramental certificates at the 
parish Mass at 6:00 pm on Saturday, 20 June.

NEW LITERACY LEADER

The school is excited to announce the appointment of our new 
Literacy Leader. Bianca Terranova will be joining the staff at the 
beginning of Term 3. Bianca is currently teaching at St. 
Christopher’s Primary School in Airport West. In her previous 
roles she has been a Literacy Leader and brings with her a 
wealth of experience and knowledge. We congratulate Bianca on 
her appointment and look forward to her sharing her many 
talents with the school community.  

SCHOOL CONCERT
It has been great to see the support by our families for the school 
concert, with very few tickets remaining for this special event. 
The children are fine tuning their performances which will take 
place in a fortnight's time. 

Children are required arrive at the Clocktower between 
6:00-6:15pm where they will make their way upstairs and will be 
supervised by staff. Parents are not permitted into the upstairs 
areas. 

The kiosk will be open for food and drinks for parents and friends 
to enjoy whilst waiting for the production to begin at 7:00pm. 
The children will be attending the venue for their final practice on 
Wednesday June 17 throughout the day. The excitement the 
production is creating can be felt throughout the school and no 
doubt that will be evident on the night. We understand that 
children will be nervous and sometimes that can be expressed in 
hesitation and worry. However, in our experience, when all the 
children are together and perform their part of the production, 
the energy and excitement they feel after achieving the feat is 
something they never forget. 

Thursday 4th June 2026 No. 09, Term 2

2

Principal’s Message

“St Vincent de Paul School empowers students to become lifelong learners facing life with 
faith, hope, humility and resilience.”

INSTALLATION OF PARISH PRIEST MASS
On Sunday 21 June, Archbishop Peter Comensoli will celebrate 
the 10:30am Mass at St Monica's Church. This special Mass will 
mark the official installation of Fr. Nhan as Parish Priest of both 
St. Vincent’s and St. Monica’s Parishes.
We warmly invite all families to join us for this significant 
occasion as we celebrate Fr. Nhan’s appointment and support 
him as he formally begins his ministry within our parish 
communities. Your presence will be a wonderful sign of welcome, 
encouragement and unity as we gather together in faith to mark 
this important milestone.

PICK UP AND DROP OFF ZONES
As a reminder, the Pink Zone operates as a drop-off and pick-up 
only area between 8:00–9:00am and 3:00–4:00pm. Parking is not 
permitted during these times. To ensure the zone operates 
efficiently and safely, we ask that parents remain in their vehicles 
while children enter or exit. The system works well when 
everyone follows the established procedures.
Unfortunately, there are still occasions where these expectations 
are not being followed. In some cases, grandparents, relatives, or 
family friends who are dropping off or collecting children may not 
have been made aware of the procedures. If someone else is 
responsible for transporting your child, please ensure they 
understand how the system operates and follow the street 
signage, which clearly indicates the designated zones.
Student safety remains our highest priority. Last year, one of our 
students was struck by a vehicle, and on Wednesday there was a 
near miss involving students from our school. These incidents 
serve as an important reminder that we must all remain vigilant.
Every member of our community has a role to play in keeping our 
children safe, including the students themselves. When crossing 
Woodland Street, families should use either the supervised 
crossing operated by the crossing supervisor or the pedestrian 
traffic lights at the corner of Napier and Woodland Streets.

PREP OFFERS
Next Friday, June 12, communication will be sent to families 
wanting their children to attend Prep in 2027. As a reminder for 
our current families who have a child who will be starting Prep in 
2027, please ensure you have completed the response 
confirming your child’s acceptance of the offer by Friday, June 19. 

EARLY COLLECTION OF CHILDREN 
Attached to today’s newsletter is the Early Leavers Policy which 
outlines the procedure and the reasons permitted for collecting a 
child early from school. We also remind parents that in line with 
this policy, children cannot be picked up early during an 
assembly. 

Shane Byrne
Principal
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Division Cross Country
Congratulations to Lachlan Grech & Kris Tadikamalla in Year 5 
and Jasper Hosford, Louie Howard, Olivia Godino, Chloe 
Bevelander, Rivka Bastola and Evie Anderson in Year 6 for 
representing our school at last week's Division Cross Country 
Competition at the Keilor Park Athletics Track. 
These students successfully progressed through the District 
Cross Country event in Week 5 to earn their position in this 
event, competing in the 3km race against other students within 
their Moonee Ponds Division. It was a huge achievement for all of 
the students to place inside the top 20 for their races involving 
50-60 of the strongest runners in their division. 
Well done to Jasper Hosford and Olivia Godino of Year 6 who 
have again progressed through to the Regional Competition on 
June 17th.

Interschool Sport
The Year 6 Winter Sport competition came to a close last week 
against Strathmore North Primary School. Congratulations to all 
teams for the way in which they conducted themselves 
throughout all round robin games. A big well done to the AFL, 
Girls Soccer and Mixed Netball teams who have progressed 
through to the district final for each of their sports next Friday, 
June 12th. Good luck to each team in their games below!

● AFL - vs Strathmore Primary School at Buckley Park Upper 
Oval

● Mixed Netball - vs Strathmore Primary School at Strathmore 
Primary School

● Girls Soccer - vs Aberfeldie Primary School at Debneys Park 

Daniel Igoe 
Sports / PE Co-ordinator

Sports News

Child Safe Standard 5 - Respecting Diversity and Upholding 
Equity

At our school, the safety and wellbeing of every child is our 
highest priority. Child Safe Standard 5 focuses on ensuring that 
equity is upheld and the diverse needs of all children are 
respected in both policy and practice.

Every child is unique. They come from different cultural 
backgrounds, family structures, faith traditions, language groups, 
and have varying abilities, experiences, and needs. Child Safe 
Standard 5 recognises that creating a truly safe environment 
means more than treating everyone the same. It means 
understanding individual needs and providing the support each 
child requires to thrive.

Research shows that when children feel respected, valued, and 
included, they are more likely to feel safe, participate confidently 
in learning, develop positive relationships, and seek help when 
needed. Schools play an important role in removing barriers that 
may prevent children from fully participating in school life.

At our school, we are committed to fostering an inclusive 
community where every child feels a strong sense of belonging. 
We do this by celebrating diversity, adapting learning where 
needed, listening to student and family voices, and ensuring our 
policies and practices reflect the needs of all members of our 
community.

We value our partnership with families in creating a welcoming, 
respectful, and child-safe environment where every child is 
treated with dignity, compassion, and care. 

What do equity and diversity mean in relation to Child Safe 
Standard 5?
- Equity honors each child as created in the image of God
- Diversity recognises and values difference
- Child safety responses must be inclusive
- Barriers to safety are actively addressed
- Respectful practice is essential
- Everyone shares responsibility

Rebecca Glenton and Will Kingston
Learning Diversity and Student Wellbeing Leaders

Learning Diversity & Student Wellbeing 
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"A World Of Our Own"
Written and Directed by Emily Grindrod

Four ordinary children travel through different habitats to collect 
special items after they are tasked with a challenge by the 
mysterious Wood Elves. Come and see the creatures and people 
they encounter, as these students embark on an adventure 
starting in Strathmore and ending in a frozen tundra!

Link for ticket sales:  A World Of Our Own - Tickets

Please note that there are very few tickets remaining for this 
special event. 

Gold and Green house are performing on the 17th of June.
Red and Blue house are performing on the 18th of June.

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact me at: 
egrindrod@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au

2026 School Concert

A reminder that Term 2 school fees were due on Friday 22nd 
May. For details please refer to the statement that was emailed 
on 16th February 2026. 

If you have any concerns about your financial situation and are 
experiencing hardship, please contact Mr Shane Byrne 
(principal@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au), so that a confidential 
financial arrangement can be discussed. 

2026 Term 2 School Fees

Transport Victoria have commenced essential work on a 
375 metre stretch of Woodland Street, between Carnarvon Road 
and Salmon Avenue. 

They will be removing 16 of 31 trees. All 16 trees will be 
replaced with a species of eucalyptus tree which will retain the 
native tree character of the area while significantly reducing the 
risk of future damage. 

Works commenced on Tuesday 2 June and will run through to 
early July 2026.
● Tree removal and concrete works will occur between 7.00am 

and 6.00pm weekdays.
● Road profiling and asphalt works will follow in the evenings 

(8.00pm – 6.00am) Sunday to Thursday, taking about two 
weeks to complete.

These dates are subject to favourable weather conditions and the 
contractor’s program of works.

What to expect during works
● Road and lane closures will be in place at different stages to 

enable work to occur safely.
● Detours will be in place when Woodland Street is closed. 

Please follow all traffic management signage and traffic 
controllers.

● There will also be some impact to parking, and we will try to 
keep this to a minimum. A member of their team will contact 
impacted residents ahead of any parking or access changes.

● Residents and emergency service vehicles will be guided 
through the work zone as required.

● Medium to high level noise is expected during tree removal 
and when crews remove the surface layers of the road. Low 
to medium levels of noise are expected during other works.

● For the safety of road users and workers, reversing beepers 
are required on all machinery.

● A reduced speed limit will be in place through the work zone 
to ensure the safety of crews and all road users.

For more information on the project, visit their website 
(transport.vic.gov.au) and search ‘Woodland Street 
maintenance, Essendon’. 

Transport Victoria Roadworks

https://clocktowercentre.com.au/st-vincent-de-paul-primary-a-world-of-our-own/
mailto:egrindrod@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au
http://transport.vic.gov.au/
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Please note the following 2026 Family Mass dates for Year 
Levels other than Sacramental years (Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6).  
The dates for the Commitment Masses for Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 6 year levels has been sent to families via Audiri.

PREP FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 22nd August 6pm/Sunday 23rd August 9:30am

YEAR 1 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 2nd May 6pm/Sunday 3rd May 9:30am

YEAR 2 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 14th February 6pm/Sunday 15th February 9:30am

YEAR 5 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 12th September 6pm/Sunday 13th September 

9:30am

Year 3 Reconciliation

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Tuesday 24th March (3 GOLD)

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Thursday 26th March (3 BLUE)

Year 4 First Holy Communion

○ 6:00pm Saturday 23rd May

○ 9:30am Sunday 24th May

○ 6:00pm Saturday 30th May

○ 9:30am Sunday 31st May

Year 6 Confirmation

○ 6:00pm Saturday 24th October

○ 9:30am Sunday 25th October

2026 Sacramental Dates

 

TERM 1
Wednesday 28th January (Prep)  
Friday 30th January (Yr 1–Yr 6)  –  Thursday 2nd April

 (Note: Easter 3rd-6th April) 

 TERM 2
Monday 20th April  –  Friday 26th June

TERM 3
Monday 13th July  –  Friday 18th September

 TERM 4
Monday 5th October  –  Tuesday 15th December

 

2026 Term Dates

❖ Tuesday 31st March (Learning Conferences)

❖ Thursday 28th May

❖ Monday 27th July

❖ Wednesday 16th September (Learning Conferences)

❖ Monday 2nd November

❖ Wednesday 2nd December

2026 School Closure Days

2026 Family Masses

Please see below for a link to the St. Vincent de Paul Strathmore 
and St. Monica’s Moonee Ponds parish bulletin.
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html

Parish Bulletin

https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html
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Awards

Please find listed below the names of those students receiving awards at the assembly on FRIDAY 12th June at 2:25 pm in the hall.

PREP BLUE Max O'Connor
Adela Marino

FOUR BLUE Tassie Zucchi
Luke Habib 

PREP GOLD Aiden Sfirlas
Mila Gugliemino

FOUR GOLD Charlize Palmai
Joshua Inguanti

PREP GREEN Zalia De Silva
Jozef Walczak

FOUR GREEN Jimmy Keenan
Asha Di Natale

ONE BLUE Lexi Pali
Alessio Cicione

FIVE BLUE Anthia Kostikidis
Saige Morrell

ONE GOLD Evie Marino
Estelle Stattrop

FIVE GOLD Emma Connelly 
Lila Colombi 

TWO BLUE Leo Bongiovanni
Leila Cirelli

FIVE GREEN Olivier Mineo
Willow Johnson

TWO GOLD Stefan Mangano
Harriet Hull

SIX BLUE James Laverde
Arthur Manzutti Araujo

THREE BLUE Piper Nolan
Joshua Ramanauskas 

SIX GOLD Christian Gervasi
Sia Sidhu

THREE GOLD Isabelle Correia
Harvey Layton

SIX GREEN Dante Barone
Rivka Bastola

https://pixabay.com/images/search/award/


Simonds Catholic College - Tours for 2028 Entry
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Ave Maria College - She Who Explores SessionsSt Bernard’s College Music Academy

Penola Catholic College - Year 7, 2028 Enrolments



Thursday 4th June 2026 No. 09, Term 2

8

Important Dates

JUNE 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1 2 3
Prep & Yr 6 Mass 
9:15am

4 5
Year 1 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

6 7

8
King’s Birthday Public 
Holiday

9 10
Yr 5 Gold Mass 
9:15am

11
Hot Food Day (Pizza)
School Advisory Board 
Meeting

12
Prep Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

13 14

15 16 17
Yr 5 Blue Mass 9:15am
School Concert 7pm - 
(Gold & Green House)

18
School Concert 7pm - 
(Red & Blue House)

19 20
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass (Certificate) 6pm

21

22 23 24
Yr 5 Green Mass 
9:15am

25
Crazy Hair Day (Fete 
donation)

26
Last Day of Term 1 - 
1:30pm finish

27 28

29 30

JULY 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13
Term 3 Begins

14 15 16 17
Casual Clothes Day

18 19

20 21 22
Yr 6 Gold Mass 
9:15am

23
School Advisory Board 
Meeting

24
Trivia Night

25 26

27
School Closure Day

28 29
Yr 6 Blue Mass 9:15am

30 31
Hot Food Day
Year 6 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

AUGUST 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1 2

3 4 5
Yr 6 Green Mass 
9:15am

6 7 8
Feast of Mary 
McKillop

9

10 11 12 13
Second Hand Uniform 
Sale 8:30am-9:15am 
(Hall)

14
Year 5 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

15 16

17 18 19
Yr 3 Blue Mass 9:15am

20
Confirmation Parent 
Information Evening 
7pm

21
Casual Clothes Day

22
Prep Family Mass and 
Yr 6 Commitment 
Mass (Enrolment) 6pm

23
Prep Family Mass and 
Yr 6 Commitment 
Mass (Enrolment) 
9:30pm

24 25 26
Yr 3 Gold Mass 
9:15am

27
Father’s Day Stall
School Advisory Board 
Meeting

28
Book Week Parade
Year 4 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

28
Battle of the Saints

30

31
Year 5 Camp
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2026 Winter Holiday Program

 

TheirCare News
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TheirCare News


