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The following reading is from this coming Sunday. 

4th Sunday of Easter

1 Peter 2:20-25 

'You have come back to the shepherd of your souls'

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently 
when you are punished after doing your duty.

This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ 
suffered for you and left an example for you to follow the way he 
took. He had not done anything wrong, and there had been no 
perjury in his mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate with 
insults; when he was tortured he made no threats but he put his 
trust in the righteous judge. He showed great love by taking our 
faults upon himself, helping us to turn back to God and live better 
lives. You had gone astray like sheep but now you have come back 
to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

This reading reminds us to follow the example of Jesus, who 
showed patience, forgiveness and trust in God even when he 
suffered. It teaches us that doing the right thing is important, even 
when it is difficult or unfair. Like a shepherd cares for and guides 
sheep, Jesus cares for us, leads us back when we make mistakes, 
and helps us to live with kindness, courage and holiness each day.

ANZAC Day is commemorated each year on the 25th of April. In 2026, 
ANZAC Day falls on Saturday 25th April. This day continues to hold 
deep significance as we remember the landing of Australian and New 
Zealand soldiers at Gallipoli in 1915. It is a time to honour all those 
who have served and sacrificed in wars, conflicts and peacekeeping 
missions. We remember their courage, mateship and resilience, and 
reflect on the freedoms we enjoy today because of their service.
As a school community, we gather to pause, reflect and give thanks.

Prayer
Loving God,
Today we gather as a community to remember and give thanks for the 
courage, sacrifice and service of the men and women who have 
defended our nation in times of war and worked for peace.
As we reflect on their bravery, help us to honour their legacy not only 
in words, but in the way we live each day. Teach us to be people of 
kindness, courage and compassion, who stand up for what is right and 
care for others.
We pray for all those who have served, for those who continue to 
serve, and for their families who carry both pride and sacrifice. May 
your presence bring them comfort, strength and peace.
Guide us to be peacemakers in our own lives, so that the hope for a 
more just and peaceful world may continue to grow.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen
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Welcome back to everyone for the beginning of Term 2. I hope 
everyone was able to enjoy the Easter break and time with family 
and friends. It is terrific to see the children return to school with 
lots of enthusiasm and energy and ready for the learning which 
they will be involved in this term. 

As was communicated last term, Laura Petrie has been appointed 
the new Principal of Good Shepherd, Gladstone Park. This is a 
significant achievement by Laura and is a reflection of her talents 
and work ethic that she has exhibited in her time at St. Vincent’s. 
Laura has been integral to the success of initiatives and the 
development of the school and its programs over the 19 years 
she has been part of the staff. One of her many roles has been as 
Religious Education Leader which has involved guiding students, 
staff and parents through Sacramental Programs, liturgies, 
curriculum and the development of their own faith. Under her 
leadership the RE program has become more relevant and 
rigorous with the community being the beneficiaries of her 
commitment to the spiritual development of all in our community.
In her role as Deputy Principal Laura has  has done an 
extraordinary job of fulfilling the many different facets the role 
involves. Her ability to problem solve and manage the significant 
administrative tasks as well as lead the community has been 
outstanding. 
Laura has also worked in the Acting Principal role on a number of 
occasions and has always executed the role in a professional and 
highly competent manner. She has shared her many talents and 
skills over the past 19 years which has been to everyone’s benefit 
and we are very grateful for her patience, understanding and 
compassion. 
On behalf of the community I would like to thank Laura for her 
tireless work, support and commitment to the school and the 
wider community and we wish her every success for her 
principalship.  

SCHOOL CONCERT
The preparations for the school concert on June 17 & 18 continue 
throughout this term. Ticket sales will open on May 6. Ticket 
price is $27 with the event being held at The Clocktower. Prior to 
this date families will receive an Audiri notification which will 
contain a link to purchase the concert tickets. Initially families will 
be able to purchase 4 tickets and once all families have had the 
opportunity to purchase tickets then any remaining tickets will be 
made available for families to purchase in addition to their 4 
tickets. 

PREP PICK UP TERM 2
The Prep children will be able to be picked up from 3:10pm for 
the first week of this term only. Beginning April 27 the Prep 
children’s pick up time will be 3:20pm, in line with all the 
children’s pick up time.
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Principal’s Message

“St Vincent de Paul School empowers students to become lifelong learners facing life with 
faith, hope, humility and resilience.”

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
This term the children in Year 4 begin their preparation for their 
First Holy Communion. As part of this preparation parents of the 
children are asked to attend a Parent Information evening this 
Thursday, April 23. The session will be facilitated by Jude 
Caspersz and the classroom teachers and the school Religious 
Education Leader, Melissa Pannell. The evening begins at 
7:00pm in the school hall. 

FAMILY MASS
On the weekend of May 2–3, our school will celebrate the Year 1 
and Year 4 Family Mass. Families are warmly invited to attend 
either the 6:00pm Saturday evening Mass or the 9:30am Sunday 
morning Mass.
At these celebrations, our Year 4 students, who are preparing to 
receive their First Holy Communion, will make their commitment 
to fully engage in the journey of preparation for this important 
sacrament. We look forward to sharing this special time of faith 
and community with all our Year 1 and Year 4 families at one of 
the Masses.

CHESS CLUB
Tomorrow there will be a free chess session held at lunchtime 
for those children who are interested in joining the chess club.  

WINTER SCHOOL UNIFORM
In Term 2 children are expected to wear the winter school 
uniform. Details of the winter uniforms are listed below. 
Sometimes the weather can be warmer than expected so 
children can wear their summer uniform until May 1. 
From May 4 all children are expected to be in winter uniform. 

WINTER UNIFORM

BOYS GIRLS
-Grey Trouser -Winter Tunic
-Long Sleeve Shirt (Sky) -Navy Pants
-Skivvy (Sky) -Peter Pan Blouse (Sky)
-Woollen School Jumper -Woollen School Jumper
-Grey Stripe Anklet Socks -Skivvy (Sky)
-Black School Shoes -Navy Anklet Socks or Navy Tights

-Black School Shoes

SPORTS UNIFORM       

BOYS GIRLS                  
-Rugby Top -Rugby Top
-Navy Track Pants -Navy Track Pants
-Navy Sport Shorts -Navy Netball Skirt, Navy Skort
-Short Sleeve Polo Top or Navy Sport Shorts
-White Anklet Socks -Short Sleeve Polo Top
-Runners -White Anklet Socks

-Runners 

Shane Byrne
Principal
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Wellbeing - 11 Months - 11 Standards

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) 11 Standards 
in 11 Months program, promoting and raising awareness of all 
11 child safety standards within the school community.

Child Safe Standard 3 
‘Children and young people are empowered about their rights, 
participate in decisions affecting them and are taken seriously.’

As Catholic educators, we have a moral, mission-driven and 
legal responsibility to uphold and actively promote the wellbeing 
and safety of every student entrusted in our care. Our 
commitment to the protection of students is enabled in nurturing, 
respectful and safe communities where the uniqueness and 
sacred dignity of every young person are celebrated, and they 
can flourish in their learning and development.

Learning Diversity & Student Wellbeing

Overview of Child Safe Standard 3: 
To be aligned, schools much support the following:
● Children are informed about all their rights, including safety, 

information and participation
● The importance of friendship is recognized and support from 

peers is encouraged
● Where relevant to setting or context, young people are 

offered access to sexual abuse prevention programs in an 
age-appropriate way

● Staff are attuned to signs of harm and facilitate child friendly 
ways for children to express their views, participate in 
decision making and raise their concerns

● Organisations have strategies to develop a culture that 
facilitates participation and are responsive to input from 
children and young people

This standard focuses on empowering children and young 
people by ensuring they are informed, respected, and actively 
involved in decisions that affect them. This participation helps 
build a school culture that is safe for them and values their voice.

What does this look like in a school environment?
● Creating Opportunities for Student Voice: We create formal 

structures such as student councils and leadership programs, 
but we also include fewer formal opportunities so all 
students, especially the most vulnerable, can have their voice 
heard. 

● Acting on Student Feedback: We listen deeply to what 
students are telling us and we respond to concerns, 
suggestions and ideas. This includes making sure students 
are aware when we have acted on their feedback.

● Building Staff Capacity: Our staff receive professional 
learning, so they understand the importance and benefits of 
listening to and responding to student voice. This also 
includes training for staff regarding how to incorporate 
student voice in their daily interactions and decision making.

How Parents, Carers and Guardians can get involved! 
● Listen and talk often: Encourage your child to share their 

thoughts and feelings. Let them know it’s always ok to speak 
up.

● Talk about rights and safety: Help your child understand that 
everyone deserves to feel safe and respected.

● Be a role model: Show kindness, respect, and inclusion in 
everyday life, children learn from what they see.

● Stay connected with the school: Take part in conversations or 
surveys about student wellbeing and safety.

● Support student voice: Encourage your child to get involved in 
school activities where their ideas can make a difference.

For more information please visit, https://care.macs.vic.edu.au/

Rebecca Glenton and Will Kingston
Learning Diversity and Student Wellbeing Leaders   

Learning Diversity & Student Wellbeing (cont…)

After 19 years of serving this remarkable school community, the 
time has come for me to step into a new chapter and say 
farewell.

It has been an extraordinary privilege to work alongside such 
dedicated staff, supportive families and incredible students over 
the course of my time at St. Vincent de Paul.  

Watching so many of our students grow, learn, and discover their 
potential has been the most rewarding aspect of my role as both 
a teacher and a Deputy Principal/Religious Education Leader. I 
will carry these memories with me always.

I am deeply grateful for the trust, encouragement, and kindness 
that has been shown to me over the years. While it is never easy 
to say goodbye, I do so with a full heart and great confidence in 
the future of this school. I know it will continue to thrive and 
inspire, guided by the same strong values that make it such a 
special place.

Thank you for allowing me to be part of this wonderful 
community. I wish every member of the school community 
continued success, happiness, and growth in the years ahead.

Mrs. Laura Petrie
Deputy Principal/Religious Education Leader 

A message from Laura Petrie
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We are excited to announce that on Tuesday 28th April our 
school will be celebrating Carnevale Italian Day!

Carnevale is a vibrant and colourful celebration traditionally held 
in Italy before Lent. Cities such as Venice and Viareggio are 
famous for their spectacular parades, elaborate costumes and 
beautiful masks. There are many other cities around the world 
that celebrate Carnevale also, like Goa in India, New Orleans in 
USA, Rio Janeiro in Brazil, Cologne in Germany and Nice in 
France. It is a  final hurrah before the restrictions of Lent begin on 
Ash Wednesday. During the celebrations, which can last from a 
day to a month, revelers are free to eat, drink, and dance before 
the solemnity of Lent.

On the day, students are invited to come to school dressed in an 
appropriate costume of their choice, (the concept of Carnevale is 
that you are someone else for the day). They may create a 
fantasy costume, dress as a favourite character, or come as 
anything they like! (no toy weapons please). There is no need to 
hire or purchase a costume. If they prefer, students can also dress 
in the colours of the Italian flag - green, white and red. Students 
will have the opportunity to make their own mask at school.

Some of the activities that students will participate in throughout 
the day include:
● Mask making 
● A festive Carnevale mask parade           
● An Italian-themed scavenger hunt
● Watch a theatrical performance
● Dancing 
● Playing bocce

Please note that all parents/carers are invited to attend the 
Carnevale Italian Day parade at 12:30pm in the Junior Yard.  
Please enter the school via the Front Office if you are able to 
attend. We look forward to seeing parent/carers at the parade!

The Carnevale Italian Day will be a wonderful opportunity for 
students to immerse themselves in Italian culture while practising 
their language skills in a fun and meaningful way. We look 
forward to a joyful and colourful celebration of Carnevale 
together! 
If you have any questions, please email 
tbarbati@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au      

Grazie for your support.        

Signorina Tania Barbati 

Carnevale Italian Day - Tuesday 28th April Chess Club - Term 2, 2026

 TERM 2
Monday 20th April  –  Friday 26th June

TERM 3
Monday 13th July  –  Friday 18th September

 TERM 4
Monday 5th October  –  Tuesday 15th December

 

2026 Term Dates

❖ Thursday 28th May

❖ Monday 27th July

❖ Wednesday 16th September (Learning Conferences)

❖ Monday 2nd November

❖ Wednesday 2nd December

2026 School Closure Days

Please see below for a link to the St. Vincent de Paul Strathmore 
and St. Monica’s Moonee Ponds parish bulletin.
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html

Parish Bulletin

https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html
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"A World Of Our Own"
Written and Directed by Emily Grindrod

Four ordinary children travel through different habitats to collect 
special items after they are tasked with a challenge by the 
mysterious Wood Elves. Come and see the creatures and people 
they encounter, as these students embark on an adventure 
starting in Strathmore and ending in a frozen tundra!

2026 School Concert

In Term 1, our senior SRC students attended a meeting with the 
Moonee Valley Council to assist them in developing Active Paths 
to school. 

The Active Paths initiative aims to make it easier for students who 
want to ride, walk, scoot or skare to school. The Council worked 
with us to identify paths to school which are direct, safe and fun 
and based on where the students live. Footpath decals guide 
students along the way so they can clearly see the safest routes 
to school.

We hope this initiative gives you some guidance in safe journeys 
to and from schools. 

Active Paths

Year 3 Reconciliation

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Tuesday 24th March (3 GOLD)

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Thursday 26th March (3 BLUE)

Year 4 First Holy Communion

○ 6:00pm Saturday 23rd May

○ 9:30am Sunday 24th May

○ 6:00pm Saturday 30th May

○ 9:30am Sunday 31st May

Year 6 Confirmation

○ 6:00pm Saturday 24th October

○ 9:30am Sunday 25th October

2026 Sacramental DatesPlease note the following 2026 Family Mass dates for Year 
Levels other than Sacramental years (Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6).  
The dates for the Commitment Masses for Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 6 year levels has been sent to families via Audiri.

PREP FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 22nd August 6pm/Sunday 23rd August 9:30am

YEAR 1 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 2nd May 6pm/Sunday 3rd May 9:30am

YEAR 2 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 14th February 6pm/Sunday 15th February 9:30am

YEAR 5 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 12th September 6pm/Sunday 13th September 

9:30am

2026 Family Masses
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Awards

Please find listed below the names of those students receiving awards at the assembly on FRIDAY 1st May at 2:25 pm in the hall.

PREP BLUE Alessio Persano
Maddison Jones

FOUR BLUE Elena Mazza 
Hugo Metcalfe 

PREP GOLD Luna Cintolo
Elliott D

FOUR GOLD Alessa Ahern 
River Armstrong 

PREP GREEN Valentina Andronaco-Tran
Hudson Paino

FOUR GREEN Valentina Zara
Aston Kheir

ONE BLUE Gabriel Angiolino
Isla Coombe

FIVE BLUE Will Favaro
Olivia Scerri 

ONE GOLD Amelia Fisicaro
Jack Maver

FIVE GOLD Tobias Campbell
Kyah Watts

TWO BLUE Leon Mitropoulos
Sofia Mascaro

FIVE GREEN Madeleine Russell
Jordan Liu

TWO GOLD Peter Rozanitis
Clara Pantano

SIX BLUE Interschool Sport

THREE BLUE Hamish McCormick
Millie Arnup

SIX GOLD Interschool Sport

THREE GOLD Stephanie Grech 
Alexis Ahern

SIX GREEN Interschool Sport

Free Chess Incursion - TOMORROW! Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge

https://pixabay.com/images/search/award/


MVCC - Pollinators in the Park
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Ave Maria College - Conquer Cancer Fundraiser

St Bernard’s College - Year 7 2028 ApplicationsSt Vincent’s Tennis Club - Junior Players Wanted
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Ave Maria College - She Who Explores May Sessions Aberfeldie Jets Basketball Club

Essendon Little Athletics Vic Soccer Term 2 Clinics
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Important Dates

APRIL 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1
Stations of the Cross

2
Easter Raffle
Last Day of Term 1 - 
1:30pm finish

3
Good Friday

4
Easter Saturday

5
Easter Sunday

6
Easter Monday

7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20
Term 2 Begins

21 22
Yr 5 Mass 9:15am

23
Holy Communion 
Parent Info Evening 
7pm

24
ANZAC Day Ceremony

25
ANZAC Day

26

27 28
Italian Day

29
Yr 4 Mass 9:15am

30
School Advisory 
Council Meeting

MAY 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1
Winter Sport Round 1 
Year 3 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

2
Yr 1 Family Mass & 
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass 6pm

3
Yr 1 Family Mass & 
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass 9:30am

4 5
Mother’s Day Stall

6
Yr 4 Mass 9:15am

7 8
Mother’s Day 
Breakfast
Winter Sport Round 2

9 10
Mother’s Day

11 12 13
Yr 3 Mass 9:15am

14
Prep Information 
Parent Helper 
Workshop

15
Winter Sport Round 3 
Year 2 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

16
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass 6pm

17
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass 9:30am

18
Parents Association 
Meeting (online) 7pm

19 20
Yr 2 Mass 9:15am

21 22
Winter Sport Round 4

23
Holy Communion 6pm

24
Holy Communion 
9:30am

25 26 27
Yr 1 Mass 9:15am

28
School Closure Day

29
Winter Sport Round 5
School Disco

30
Holy Communion 6pm

31
Holy Communion 
9:30am

JUNE 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1 2 3
Prep & Yr 6 Mass 
9:15am

4 5
Year 1 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

6 7

8
King’s Birthday Public 
Holiday

9 10
Yr 5 Gold Mass 
9:15am

11
Hot Food Day
School Advisory Board 
Meeting

12
Prep Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

13 14

15 16 17
Yr 5 Blue Mass 9:15am
School Concert 7pm - 
(Gold & Green House)

18
School Concert 7pm - 
(Red & Blue House)

19 20
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass (Certificate) 6pm

21

22 23 24
Yr 5 Green Mass 
9:15am

25
Crazy Hair Day

26
Last Day of Term 1 - 
1:30pm finish

27 28

29 30


