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The following reading is from this coming Sunday. 

Palm Sunday

Philippians 2:6-11

Christ humbled himself but God raised him high

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality 
with God but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave 
and became as men are; and being as all men are, he was 
humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross. But God 
raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other 
names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the 
underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that 
every tongue should acclaim

Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

This coming Sunday, on the Fifth Sunday of Lent, we celebrate 
Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week. We remember Jesus’ 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem, where He was welcomed with 
joy and praise. This special day invites us to reflect not only on 
celebration, but also on the journey ahead, a journey of love, 
sacrifice, and hope that leads us to Easter.

Loving God,

As we remember Jesus’ joyful welcome into Jerusalem, we lift 
our hearts in praise and thanksgiving. Like the crowds who 
waved palm branches and cried “Hosanna,” help us to welcome 
Jesus into our lives with joy and faith.

Teach us to follow Him not only in moments of celebration,
but also in times of challenge and sacrifice. Guide us to walk in 
His footsteps, showing love, kindness, and compassion to others 
each day.

As we begin this Holy Week journey, draw us closer to Your 
heart. Help us to trust in Your planand to remember that 
through Jesus, hope and new life are always possible.

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord,
 

Amen.
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Next week brings the close of Term 1 for 2026. It has been a 
wonderful term of learning and building relationships and great 
to see how smoothly the children have settled into their 2026 
classes and learning environments. Our Prep students, in 
particular, have quickly adapted to school routines and 
expectations, and they should feel very proud of all they have 
achieved throughout this term.  
We hope all families enjoy a restful break and take the 
opportunity during Easter to spend quality time with loved ones. 
It is also a time to reflect on the sacrifice of Jesus and the 
importance of Holy Week and Easter Sunday within our Catholic 
faith. We look forward to welcoming the children back safely 
after the holidays.

PREP PICK UP TERM 2
The Prep children will be able to be picked up from 3:10pm for 
the first week of next term only. Beginning April 27 the Prep 
children’s pick up time will be 3:20pm, in line with all the 
children’s pick up time.

END OF TERM 1/BEGINNING OF TERM 2
Please note that the children finish school at 1:30pm next 
Thursday, April 2 and they will begin school for Term 2 on 
Monday April 20. 

WINTER SCHOOL UNIFORM
In Term 2 children are expected to wear the winter school 
uniform. Details of the winter uniforms are listed below. 
Sometimes the weather can be warmer than expected so 
children can wear their summer uniform until May 1. 
From May 4 all children are expected to be in winter uniform. 

WINTER UNIFORM

BOYS GIRLS
-Grey Trouser -Winter Tunic
-Long Sleeve Shirt (Sky) -Navy Pants
-Skivvy (Sky) -Peter Pan Blouse (Sky)
-Woollen School Jumper -Woollen School Jumper
-Grey Stripe Anklet Socks -Skivvy (Sky)
-Black School Shoes -Navy Anklet Socks or Navy Tights

-Black School Shoes

SPORTS UNIFORM       

BOYS GIRLS                  
-Rugby Top -Rugby Top
-Navy Track Pants -Navy Track Pants
-Navy Sport Shorts -Navy Netball Skirt, Navy Skort
-Short Sleeve Polo Top or Navy Sport Shorts
-White Anklet Socks -Short Sleeve Polo Top
-Runners -White Anklet Socks

-Runners 
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Acting Principal’s Message

“St Vincent de Paul School empowers students to become lifelong learners facing life with 
faith, hope, humility and resilience.”

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
On Tuesday and Thursday of this week 
the children in Year 3 have celebrated 
their First Reconciliation. They have 
been working with their teachers and 
families in preparing for this sacrament 
throughout the term. Thank you to Mrs 
Williams, Ms Spiller, and Mrs Pannell 
for their support of the children in 
preparing for this important sacrament. 

LEARNING CONFERENCES
This year the learning conferences will be held on Tuesday, 
March 31 and will be an opportunity for parents to receive 
feedback on their children’s progress. Children are expected to 
attend the learning conferences with their parent(s). 
These conferences are an opportunity for students and teachers 
to identify how children are progressing in their learning. The 
children in Year P-2 will attend the conferences with their parents 
and the teacher will facilitate the meeting. The children in Years 
3-6 will also attend the conference and will facilitate the first 
part of the meeting with the teacher facilitating the second part. 

There will be no classes for children on this day with the learning 
conferences beginning at 11:00am and concluding at 6:00pm. 
Details on how to book for the conferences was sent out via the 
Audiri app on Monday, March 2nd. Please note that bookings will 
close tomorrow, March 27.  

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank our school 
community for your support throughout this term, whilst I have 
been in the Acting Principal role. It has been a privilege to lead 
such a wonderful and supportive school community. As we look 
ahead to Mr. Byrne’s return, I want to share how much I have 
enjoyed leading the school, this term, and I look forward to a 
productive and positive Term 2.

Laura Petrie
Acting Principal
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Extreme weather

Student wellbeing is always at the forefront of our minds and we 
know from research that excessive screen time can have a 
number of damaging effects on children’s development, 
wellbeing and learning.

This term, we engaged the help of the SRC to conduct a school 
wide survey with the children, creating a list of games they 
would like to play during extreme weather days. 

The extensive list included Jenga, Guess Who, Uno, Scrabble, 
Monopoly amongst many other games. We then made a 
significant purchase and successfully delivered the games to the 
classrooms. On the few extreme weather days that we have had 
so far, the effect has been extremely positive, with children 
spending their time taking turns, sharing and engaging with each 
other, rather than sitting on devices.

This new ‘no device’ rule during these extreme weather days is 
just one part of ensuring our children are engaged and ready to 
learn. We know that screen time can affect social and emotional 
development by missing out on important face-to-face 
interactions. These interactions help build communication skills, 
empathy, and the ability to form strong relationships. Excessive 
screen use has also been linked to increased irritability, reduced 
attention span and difficulty managing emotions. 

As we head towards the school holidays, it will be important to 
keep screen time in mind by setting clear limits and encouraging 
outdoor play and physical activity where possible. By working 
together, we can help children develop healthy habits with 
technology whilst supporting their overall wellbeing, learning 
and development. 

Rebecca Glenton and Will Kingston
Learning Diversity and Student Wellbeing Leaders

Learning Diversity & Student Wellbeing

Regional Swimming
Congratulations to Keira Reardon in Year 5 for progressing 
through to the Regional Swimming Competition next week. Keira 
has successfully progressed through in the 50m Freestyle 
swimming a time of 39 seconds and the 50m backstroke 
swimming a time of 45 seconds…..lightning! We wish her all the 
best next week in her events!

Essendon Football Club Player Visit
This week the Year 3-6 students were lucky enough to have 
some special guests from the Essendon men’s and women’s AFL 
teams, as part of our partnership with AFL Victoria and the 
Essendon Football Club.  

Well done to the students for engaging in such a positive 
manner and coming prepared with thoughtful questions for the 
players. A special congratulations to our strong listeners for 
winning some prizes during quiz time!

Daniel Igoe 
Sports / PE Co-ordinator

Sports News

Enrolments are now open for Prep 
2027. Applications are to be 
submitted via the online enrolment 
application form on the school 
website:

Prep 2027 Online Enrolment 
Application Form

Applications close on Wednesday 1st April 2026.

Prep 2027 Enrolment Applications

https://www.svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-2/online-enrolment-form/
https://www.svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-2/online-enrolment-form/
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On Friday, the Mini Vinnies, Vice Captains, and School Captains 
went on an excursion to St Patrick’s Cathedral in the city to 
celebrate Catholic Education Week. We started the day by 
catching a bus with Our Lady of Nativity. We drove through the 
city until we reached the cathedral. It was so beautiful, and there 
were many other Catholic schools from Melbourne in attendance. 
The stained glass windows were so captivating, and the choir 
blended beautifully with the instruments.

When we entered, a lady handed each of us a prayer book with 
all of the hymns and responses. We were seated at the back of 
the church, but we still participated in all of the prayers. We also 
received Communion or a blessing from the Archbishop. During 
the exit of the Archbishop, all the School Captains walked out of 
the church holding their school banners. We saw all of the 
schools, and some of us saw Olivia and Angus (our school 
captains) representing our school.

After the Mass had ended, a drone hovered over the front of the 
cathedral, taking amazing pictures of us waving at the camera 
and capturing all of the Catholic schools that attended.

After Mass, we all walked to a beautiful park near the cathedral 
called the Treasury Gardens, where Penola College was 
performing songs as a band. In the band, there was a guitarist, a 
drummer, a pianist, and two singers. We sat with OLN (Our Lady 
of Nativity) and enjoyed the music they performed. They played 
iconic songs like Life is a Highway from the Cars movie, as well as 
songs like The Fate of Ophelia by Taylor Swift. We all thought 
their music was excellent, and we had a really good time.

We all agreed that this excursion was a wonderful experience. 

Written by the Grade 6, 2026 Mini Vinnies Leaders
Rose Wieladek, Sia and Gia Sidhu, Ruby Bastola, and Olivia Zara

Catholic Education Week: St Patrick’s Cathedral Mass

Throughout March, we are participating in Move in March, 
presented by Moonee Valley Council. With over 8000 students 
registered already, thousands of families are taking up the 
challenge by walking, scooting, cycling or skating to and from 
school as many times as possible during March for the chance to 
win awesome prizes. More information will follow in the coming 
weeks.  
We look forward to celebrating the class who have the most 
walkers, riders or scooters each Monday at Assembly with the 
Golden Boot Trophy. 

2026 Move in March

2026 Project Compassion

Our school is proudly supporting Project Compassion, the annual 
Lenten initiative of Caritas Australia. This program invites us to 
live out the values of Lent through compassion, generosity and 
solidarity, standing against poverty and injustice both in Australia 
and around the world.

Students are learning about the challenges faced by others and 
responding through prayer, action and fundraising. We are 
currently collecting donations in our Project Compassion boxes 
and encourage families to support this important Lenten cause.

Who are Caritas Australia?
Caritas Australia is the Catholic Church’s international aid and 
development organisation. Their work is inspired by the Gospel 
and Catholic Social Teaching, calling us to live with compassion, 
justice and love for others.

Grounded in the example of Jesus 
who, after forty days in the desert, 
chose light, love and freedom 
Caritas continues this mission by 
working to bring about positive 
change in the world. Their vision is 
justice, dignity and hope for all 
people and for all of God’s 
creation, especially for the most 
vulnerable.
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2026 School Photos - Message from Advanced Life Photos

If students were absent on photo day, parents can contact our 
Parent Team, either by clicking this link - 
https://www.advancedlife.com.au/contact.php and writing an 
email or by calling 1300 728 972.

Studio sessions are run in the school holidays at our Head Office 
in Heidelberg West, the team will discuss with the parent about 
booking in a day and time.

We are excited to announce that on Tuesday 28th April our 
school will be celebrating Carnevale Italian Day!

Carnevale is a vibrant and colourful celebration traditionally held 
in Italy before Lent. Cities such as Venice and Viareggio are 
famous for their spectacular parades, elaborate costumes and 
beautiful masks. There are many other cities around the world 
that celebrate Carnevale also, like Goa in India, New Orleans in 
USA, Rio Janeiro in Brazil, Cologne in Germany and Nice in 
France. It is a  final hurrah before the restrictions of Lent begin on 
Ash Wednesday. During the celebrations, which can last from a 
day to a month, revelers are free to eat, drink, and dance before 
the solemnity of Lent.

On the day, students are invited to come to school dressed in an 
appropriate costume of their choice, (the concept of Carnevale is 
that you are someone else for the day). They may create a 
fantasy costume, dress as a favourite character, or come as 
anything they like! (no toy weapons please). There is no need to 
hire or purchase a costume. If they prefer, students can also dress 
in the colours of the Italian flag - green, white and red. Students 
will have the opportunity to make their own mask at school.

Some of the activities that students will participate in throughout 
the day include:
● Mask making 
● A festive Carnevale mask parade           
● An Italian-themed scavenger hunt
● Watch a theatrical performance
● Dancing 
● Playing bocce

This special day will be a wonderful opportunity for students to 
immerse themselves in Italian culture while practising their 
language skills in a fun and meaningful way. We look forward to 
a joyful and colourful celebration of Carnevale together! 
If you have any questions, please email 
tbarbati@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au      

Grazie for your support.        

Signorina Tania Barbati 

Carnevale Italian Day - Tuesday 28th April

Chess Club - Term 2, 2026

Thursday 2nd April – Holy Thursday
7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Friday 3rd April – Good Friday
3:00pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord

Saturday 4th April – Holy Saturday
8:00pm Solemn Mass of the Easter Vigil

Sunday 5th April – Easter Sunday
9:30am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord

St Vincent de Paul Parish - Easter Mass Times 

https://www.advancedlife.com.au/contact.php
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"A World Of Our Own"
Written and Directed by Emily Grindrod

Four ordinary children travel through different habitats to collect 
special items after they are tasked with a challenge by the 
mysterious Wood Elves. Come and see the creatures and people 
they encounter, as these students embark on an adventure 
starting in Strathmore and ending in a frozen tundra!

2026 School Concert

Earlier this term, our senior SRC students attended a meeting with 
the Moonee Valley Council to assist them in developing Active 
Paths to school. 

The Active Paths initiative aims to make it easier for students who 
want to ride, walk, scoot or skare to school. The Council worked 
with us to identify paths to school which are direct, safe and fun 
and based on where the students live. Footpath decals guide 
students along the way so they can clearly see the safest routes 
to school.

Attached to this newsletter you will see the newly developed 
Active Paths maps and we encourage you to try the paths out and 
look for the stickers that have been placed on the footpaths. 

We hope this initiative gives you some guidance in safe journeys 
to and from schools. 

Active Paths



Please note the following 2026 Family Mass dates for Year 
Levels other than Sacramental years (Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6).  
The dates for the Commitment Masses for Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 6 year levels has been sent to families via Audiri.

PREP FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 22nd August 6pm/Sunday 23rd August 9:30am

YEAR 1 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 2nd May 6pm/Sunday 3rd May 9:30am

YEAR 2 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 14th February 6pm/Sunday 15th February 9:30am

YEAR 5 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 12th September 6pm/Sunday 13th September 

9:30am
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Year 3 Reconciliation

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Tuesday 24th March (3 GOLD)

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Thursday 26th March (3 BLUE)

Year 4 First Holy Communion

○ 6:00pm Saturday 23rd May

○ 9:30am Sunday 24th May

○ 6:00pm Saturday 30th May

○ 9:30am Sunday 31st May

Year 6 Confirmation

○ 6:00pm Saturday 24th October

○ 9:30am Sunday 25th October

2026 Sacramental Dates

 

TERM 1
Wednesday 28th January (Prep)  
Friday 30th January (Yr 1–Yr 6)  –  Thursday 2nd April

 (Note: Easter 3rd-6th April) 

 TERM 2
Monday 20th April  –  Friday 26th June

TERM 3
Monday 13th July  –  Friday 18th September

 TERM 4
Monday 5th October  –  Tuesday 15th December

 

2026 Term Dates

❖ Tuesday 31st March (Learning Conferences)

❖ Thursday 28th May

❖ Monday 27th July

❖ Wednesday 16th September (Learning Conferences)

❖ Monday 2nd November

❖ Wednesday 2nd December

2026 School Closure Days

2026 Family Masses

Please see below for a link to the St. Vincent de Paul Strathmore 
and St. Monica’s Moonee Ponds parish bulletin.
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html

Parish Bulletin

Ave Maria College - She Who Explores 2026

https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html
https://www.stmonicasparish.com.au/newsletter.html
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Thinking about playing basketball? The local Warriors 
Basketball Club has over 200 players, aged from 6 to 17 
- coming from many local schools including St Vincent 
De Paul Primary.  We are a community driven sporting 
organisation that is diverse and inclusive, focussing on 
teaching the fundamentals of basketball skills and 
encouraging its players to make life-long friends.

Not only does basketball offer physical development 
and health benefits, it provides mental & emotional 
growth, social & team skills, cognitive & strategic 
thinking, and most importantly accessibility and fun!

The best part is it doesn’t take too much time!  Only a 
1-hour training session on a weeknight and a 1-hour for 
a game on Saturday at a local stadium.

If you are interested in having a go, please register on 
our WARRIORS REGISTRATION - WINTER 2026 page.

 

Warriors Basketball Club

Vic Soccer Autumn ClinicsThe Saints Junior Football Club

https://www.warriorsbasketballclub.com.au/winter-2026.html
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Important Dates

MARCH 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1

2
PA Meeting (in 
person) 7pm

3 4
School Closure Day

5 6
Gala Day 2 (Yr 6)
Zooper Doopers
Year 5 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

7 8

9
Labour Day Public 
Holiday

10
Yr 6 Camp

11
Yr 6 Camp
NAPLAN (Yr 3 & Yr 5)

12
Yr 6 Camp
NAPLAN (Yr 3 & Yr 5)
Second Hand Uniform 
Sale 2:30pm
School Advisory 
Council Meeting

13
Yr 6 Camp
NAPLAN (Yr 3 & Yr 5)
Zooper Doopers

14
Yr 3 Commitment 
Mass 6pm

15
Yr 3 Commitment 
Mass 9:30am

16
NAPLAN (Yr 3 & Yr 5)

17
School Tour
Prep & Year 6 BBQ 
6-8pm (Change of 
date)

18
School Photo Day

19
School Tour

20
Harmony Day
Zooper Doopers
Year 4 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

21 22

23 24
Sibling Photo Day
Yr 3 Reconciliation 
3:30-4:30pm

25
Yr 6 Mass 9:15am

26
Yr 3 Reconciliation 
3:30-4:30pm

27
Food Day - Sushi

28
Yr 3 Commitment 
Mass (Certificate) 6pm

29

30 31
School Closure Day
Learning Conferences

APRIL 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1
Stations of the Cross

2
Easter Raffle
Last Day of Term 1 - 
1:30pm finish

3
Good Friday

4
Easter Saturday

5
Easter Sunday

6
Easter Monday

7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20
Term 2 Begins

21 22
Yr 5 Mass 9:15am

23
Holy Communion 
Parent Info Evening 
7pm

24
ANZAC Day Ceremony

25
ANZAC Day

26

27 28
Italian Day

29
Yr 4 Mass 9:15am

30
School Advisory 
Council Meeting

MAY 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1
Winter Sport Round 1 
Year 3 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

2
Yr 1 Family Mass & 
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass 6pm

3
Yr 1 Family Mass & 
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass 9:30am

4 5
Mother’s Day Stall

6
Yr 4 Mass 9:15am

7 8
Mother’s Day 
Breakfast
Winter Sport Round 2

9 10
Mother’s Day

11 12 13
Yr 3 Mass 9:15am

14
Prep Information 
Parent Helper 
Workshop

15
Winter Sport Round 3 
Year 2 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

16
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass 6pm

17
Yr 4 Commitment 
Mass 9:30am

18
Parents Association 
Meeting 7pm

19 20
Yr 2 Mass 9:15am

21 22
Winter Sport Round 4

23
Holy Communion 6pm

24
Holy Communion 
9:30am

25 26 27
Yr 1 Mass 9:15am

28
School Closure Day

29
Winter Sport Round 5
School Disco

30
Holy Communion 6pm

31
Holy Communion 
9:30am
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SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

TheirCare News


