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The following reading are from this coming Sunday.

Ecclesiasticus 15:16-21

He never commanded anyone to be godless. If you wish, you can 
keep the commandments, to behave faithfully is within your power. 
He has set fire and water before you; put out your hand to whichever 
you prefer. Man has life and death before him; whichever a man likes 
better will be given him. For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is 
almighty and all-seeing. His eyes are on those who fear him, he 
notes every action of man. He never commanded anyone to be 
godless, he has given no one permission to sin.

Psalm 118(119):1-2,4-5,17-18,33-34

Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!

They are happy whose life is blameless, who follow God’s law!

They are happy who do his will, seeking him with all their hearts.

Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord! 

You have laid down your precepts to be obeyed with care.

May my footsteps be firm to obey your statutes.

In this reading, we are reminded that God lovingly gives each of us 
the freedom to choose how we live. God does not force us to 
follow Him, but gently invites us to choose what is good, kind and 
life-giving. Each day, through our words, actions and decisions, we 
choose whether we will walk in love, faithfulness and goodness.

The scripture reminds us that living faithfully is within our reach. 
When we choose kindness, honesty, forgiveness and care for 
others, we are choosing life with God. God, in His great wisdom 
and love, sees us, guides us and walks beside us, encouraging us 
always toward what is right.

As a school community, may we continue to help one another grow 
in goodness, make thoughtful choices, and live with hearts that 
reflect God’s love in all we do.

Prayer

Loving God,
Help us to choose what is good and kind each day.
Guide our hearts, words and actions,
So we may grow in love, faith and goodness.
Walk with us always and lead us closer to You.

Teach us to be patient, gentle and forgiving,
To care for others and walk in Your light.
Walk with us always and lead us closer to You.
Amen.

mailto:info@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au
mailto:principal@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au
mailto:strathmore@cam.org.au
http://www.cam.org.au/strathmore


It has been a wonderful start to the school year and it is great to see 
so many smiling faces in the morning, whilst I am on morning yard 
duty. Last Thursday it was wonderful to see the school community 
gather to celebrate the beginning of the school year Mass. The Mass 
was an opportunity to gather as a school community to thank God 
for all of the wonderful blessings that we have and to reflect on this 
year’s theme ‘Step by Step, We Grow’. It was also an opportunity to 
recognise our SRC, House Captains, School and Vice Captains for 
2026.  

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL
On Thursday 19th February the School advisory Council will meet 
for the first time this year. Together with Fr. Nhan, Shane Byrne and 
myself the following parents will be members of the council for 
2026:
- Leeanne Sands -   Lachlan Hastings
- Maree Mendelo -   Stephen Drill
- Tom Sheppard -   Deb Nolan
- Francesca Senda

We look forward to the School Advisory Council sharing their gifts 
and talents and working alongside one another for the benefit of our 
school.  

YEAR 3 COMMITMENT MASS/YEAR 2 FAMILY MASS
On Saturday 14th February at 6pm and Sunday 15th February at 
9:30am all Year 3 and Year 2 families are invited to attend the 
weekend Masses. We look forward to families supporting their 
children’s faith formation by attending the weekend Masses.  Please 
note that the Year 3 parents are expected to fill in the Sacrament 
Enrolment Form, which the Year 3 students will be asked to hand in 
at either the Saturday evening or Sunday morning Masses this 
weekend.  

PREP & YEAR 6 FAMILY PICNIC
On Tuesday, February 24, we invite all Prep and  
Year 6 families to a picnic in the Senior Yard. This is 
an opportunity to welcome the Prep children to the 
school and for the Year 6 and Prep families to meet 
their buddy’s family. 
The picnic begins at 6:00pm and finishes at 8:00pm. The Parents 
Association will be providing sausages with salad/coleslaw for 
parents and children. It is a BYO event for everything else including 
drinks and picnic rugs/chairs.  We look forward to seeing all our 
Prep and Year 6 families attend this event which will be held in the 
Senior Yard.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
Please note that school photos will take place on Wednesday 18th 
March for class/individual photos and Tuesday 24th March for 
sibling photos. We have added a sibling photo day separate to the 
class/individual photo day as we found that we were unable to fit all 
photos comfortably in the one day. More information about how to 
book your child’s school photos can be found in this newsletter. 
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Acting Principal’s Message

“St Vincent de Paul School empowers students to become lifelong learners facing life with 
faith, hope, humility and resilience.”

SAFETY
Now that we have been back to school for two weeks it is important 
for all parents and adults who are dropping off and picking up 
children using a vehicle, of the expectations. Both Woodland Street 
and Rosebank Avenue have clearly identified drop off and pick up 
zones.
During the morning drop-off:
● Drivers should move to the front of the zone to allow space 

behind for others.
● Students should have their school bags with them, not in the car 

boot.
● Drivers should remain in the vehicle.
● Drivers should move on as quickly as possible.
During the afternoon pick-up:
● Students should wait towards the front of the zone and be 

attentive.
● Drivers should move to the front of the zone to allow space 

behind for others.
● Students should enter the vehicle as quickly as possible.
● Drivers should move on as quickly as possible.

No vehicles should enter the school grounds without prior consent 
from the Principal. Vehicles should not be entering the Parish tennis 
court car park to drop off and pick up children. We know that when 
everyone fulfills these expectations the system works very 
effectively and efficiently. 

YEAR 6 ASSEMBLY
The first school assembly will be held on Friday 20th February 
beginning at 2:25pm. This will be hosted by the Year 6 children who 
will also be presented with their leadership badges and Bomber 
jackets. We look forward to seeing parents who are available attend 
this event.

SWIMMING SPORTS
On Thursday 26th February the School Swimming Sports will take 
place at Oak Park Pool. The Year 3-6 events will begin at 9:40am 
and Prep-Yr 2 events will begin at 11:00am. Children are asked to 
wear their bathers underneath their sports uniform. Children can 
also wear thongs, sandals or crocs to school and are encouraged to 
wear their team’s colour as a T-shirt/top (no singlet tops).  
Permission notes were sent out via Audiri last week. Please ensure 
that you have completed the online consent form as soon as 
possible. We look forward to this being an enjoyable event, which 
also has the importance of water safety and water familiarisation.  

PARISH PICNIC
On Sunday 1st March all families are invited to attend the Parish 
Mass at 9:30am and bring along a picnic to share across the road in 
the St. Columban gardens at 10:30am. Please also bring along any 
small sports equipment (soft balls) or games that the children 
would like to play with. This is a wonderful opportunity for the 
Parish community to gather together and enjoy a meal and each 
other’s company.

Laura Petrie
ACTING PRINCIPAL
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We hope your children have settled into their school routines for 
2026 and are enjoying their new classes and teachers.  

Child safety is always the major priority at St Vincent de Paul 
Primary School. As Catholic educators, we have a moral, 
mission-driven and legal responsibility to uphold and actively 
promote the wellbeing and safety of every student entrusted in 
our care. This year we will take part in the Melbourne 
Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) 11 Standards in 11 
Months program, promoting and raising awareness of all 11 
child safety standards within the school community.

Overview of the Victorian Child Safe Standards
The Victorian Child Safe Standards are a set of 11 minimum 
requirements that all organisations working with children must 
meet. 
These standards are designed to: 
● Prevent child abuse and harm 
● Make child safety a shared responsibility 
● Support the wellbeing of all children, including Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander children and children with 
disabilities 

● Promote the participation and empowerment of children and 
young people 

Our Commitment 
Our commitment to the protection of students is enabled in 
nurturing, respectful and safe communities where the 
uniqueness and sacred dignity of every young person are 
celebrated, and they can flourish in their learning and 
development. This vision is driven by the Gospel message of 
love, justice and abundance, beautifully reflected in the words of 
John:  ‘’I have come so that they may have life and have it to the 
full’’ (Jn 10:10)

Child Safe Standard 1  - February Focus
‘’Establish culturally safe environments in which the diverse and 
unique identities and experiences of Aboriginal children, young 
people and students are respected and value’’

Child Safe Standard 1 relates to children and young people 
feeling culturally safe, respected, and valued.

What does this look like in a school environment? 
● Celebrating culture: We include and celebrate Aboriginal 

culture in our classrooms/events e.g. NAIDOC Week, 
researching stories to share, inviting guest speakers. 

● Ongoing development: Our staff receive training and 
knowledge to better understand and support cultural safety.

We thank you for your ongoing commitment to child safety.

How Parents, Carers and Guardians can get involved! 
Here’s how you can support: 

● Familiarise yourself with the school’s child safety policies 
and understand how they support student wellbeing. 

● Support your child when they express their views and that 
their opinions are valued and heard.

Rebecca Glenton and Will Kingston
Learning Diversity and Student Wellbeing Leaders

Learning Diversity & Student Wellbeing

The after school Auskick program begins on Thursday 5th March 
2026. This is an opportunity for children who are interested in 
participating in 4 sessions at school on a Thursday from 
3:30-4:30pm. The clinic will be run by members of AFL Victoria.
See flyer or link below for information on how to register for the 
sessions. Looking forward to seeing as many numbers as 2025!
https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/611019

Daniel Igoe (Sports / PE Co-ordinator)

Sports News

MACS Child Safe Standard 1

https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/611019
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PER ANNUM FAMILY FEE

(Billed over 3 Terms)

1 Child 2 Child 3 Child 4 Child

$3860 $3960  $4010  $4060

Term 1               $966   $1000  $1016  $1033

Term 2              $967 $1000 $1017 $1033

Term 3               $967 $1000 $1017 $1034

Maintenance Levy $210   $210   $210 $210

Capital Levy        $750  $750  $750   $750
 

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT LEVY

(Covers classroom requisites, books and excursions)

Book Levy                         $105

Prep                                   $470               

Year One                           $470            

Year Two                           $470    

Year Three                        $470     

Year Four                          $470             

Year Five                           $470     

Year Six                             $530

If you have any questions about the school fees and levies, please 
contact Liz Piccione (lpiccione@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au).
If you have any concerns about your financial situation and are 
experiencing hardship, please contact Mr Shane Byrne 
(principal@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au), so that a confidential 
financial arrangement can be discussed. 

2026 Schedule of School Fees & Levies

Even though 2026 is well underway, 
many families are already starting to 
think ahead about their child’s 
education for 2027 and beyond. 

To help support parents during this 
decision-making stage — and to 
keep things environmentally friendly 
— we’ve created the 2026 140 page 
Secondary Education Guide that’s 
easy to access, easy to share, and 
packed with useful information.

2026 Secondary Education Guide:
https://victoriaschoolguides.starcommunity.com.au/secondary-ed
ucation-february/

Victorian Schools Guide

Beginning of the School Year Mass

Last Thursday 5th February the whole school community 
gathered to celebrate the Opening of the School Year Mass. It 
was a great way to begin the school year, to focus on our theme: 
Step by Step, We Grow and also celebrate and congratulate our 
leaders through the receiving of badges. Fr. Nhan spoke to the 
community about recognising the importance of taking small 
steps to achieve great things. He reminded us that God is always 
with us, showing us the way. Each class also received a plant, as 
a symbol of taking care of something in order for it to grow.  

2026 School Photos

School photos will be taken on Wednesday 18th March for 
class/individual photos and Tuesday 24th March for sibling 
photos at St. Vincent de Paul Primary School. 
Please note that your child is required to come to school in their 
full Summer school uniform.  If your child has Physical 
Education on this day, please place their runners into their school 
bag for them to change into. Please see the information below on 
how to order your child’s school photos.

mailto:lpiccione@svstrathmore.catholic.ed.au
mailto:principal@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au
https://api.secondstreetapp.com/m_c_t/63281157/290206481
https://api.secondstreetapp.com/m_c_t/63281157/290206481


Please note the following 2026 Family Mass dates for Year 
Levels other than Sacramental years (Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6).  
The dates for the Commitment Masses for Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 6 year levels has been sent to families via Audiri.

PREP FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 22nd August 6pm/Sunday 23rd August 9:30am

YEAR 1 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 2nd May 6pm/Sunday 3rd May 9:30am

YEAR 2 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 14th February 6pm/Sunday 15th February 9:30am

YEAR 5 FAMILY MASSES:
- Saturday 12th September 6pm/Sunday 13th September 

9:30am
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Year 3 Reconciliation

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Tuesday 24th March (3 GOLD)

○ 3:30pm - 4:30pm Thursday 26th March (3 BLUE)

Year 4 First Holy Communion

○ 6:00pm Saturday 23rd May

○ 9:30am Sunday 24th May

○ 6:00pm Saturday 30th May

○ 9:30am Sunday 31st May

Year 6 Confirmation

○ 6:00pm Saturday 24th October

○ 9:30am Sunday 25th October

2026 Sacramental Dates

 
TERM 1

Wednesday 28th January (Prep)  
Friday 30th January (Yr 1–Yr 6)  –  Thursday 2nd April

 (Note: Easter 3rd-6th April) 

 TERM 2
Monday 20th April  –  Friday 26th June

TERM 3
Monday 13th July  –  Friday 18th September

 TERM 4
Monday 5th October  –  Tuesday 15th December

 

2026 Term Dates

❖ Wednesday 4th March

❖ Tuesday 31st March (Learning Conferences)

❖ Thursday 28th May

❖ Monday 27th July

❖ Wednesday 16th September (Learning Conferences)

❖ Monday 2nd November

❖ Wednesday 2nd December

2026 School Closure Days

2026 Family Masses

Chess Club - Term 1, 2026
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The Audiri app is one of the main methods of communication 
from the school to parents. Could all parents please ensure that 
they have selected their child's new year level group for 2026 
on the Audiri app. Just go to the 'Resources' tab located on the 
bottom right hand side of the app and then select 'Groups' then 
add or remove the relevant year level/s. 

Audiri - Update your Group for 2026

Please continue reading to understand if you are eligible for 
discounted school fees under the 2026 Concessional School 
Fee Policy (including Health Care Card holders).

CONCESSIONAL SCHOOL FEE POLICY – 2026
1 child family $810 per annum                    
2 child family $1,240 per annum 
3+ child family $1,620 per annum
(Excluding any camp charges)

The following families are encouraged to apply for concessional 
school fees as outlined in the newly introduced MACS 
Concessional School Fee Policy contained on our website under: 
Concessional Fee Policy.

● Any family holding a Health Care Card and eligible for Camps, 
Sports and Excursions (CSEF)

● Any family of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander heritage
● Any family experiencing severe financial hardship
● Any family holding a DVA Gold Card
● Any family identified as refugees and holding an ImmiCard
Families who meet one of the above criteria are required to return 
the below documentation to the office:
● Concessional Fee Application Form 
● A completed direct debit request service agreement
● A copy of the government concession card (if applicable)
● A completed Camps, Sports and Excursions (CSEF) 

application form (if applicable)

2026 Concessional School Fee Policy

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning 
opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, 
Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF) helps ensure that no student 
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for 
important, educational and fun activities.
CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist 
eligible families to cover the cost of school trips, camp and 
sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested CONCESSION CARD or are a 
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating 
to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your 
child.

The annual CSEF amount per student is $400 per primary school 
student.
We would encourage all parents who do have a concession card 
to apply for this benefit as, apart from receiving the CSEF 
payment, it also impacts on the school student funding. 

For more information you can visit the CSEF website:
CSEF Information. Application forms are available on the website.

If you have applied, or would like to apply, please advise the 
school office (info@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au).
Applications must be submitted to the school by 26th June 2026.

2026 Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund 

https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
mailto:info@svstrathmore.catholic.edu.au
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Awards

Please find listed below the names of those students receiving awards at the assembly on FRIDAY 20th February at 2:25 pm in the 
hall.

PREP BLUE Johan Raffaele
Abigail Randles

FOUR BLUE Matilda Duncan 
Zak Robinson 

PREP GOLD Rachel Hammoud
Leon Mineo

FOUR GOLD William Forcone 
Amelia Pennisi 

PREP GREEN Lucy McCusker
Louis Garra

FOUR GREEN Madison Reardon
Harry Shannon 

ONE BLUE Mila Mazzarella
Luke Tyson

FIVE BLUE Lily Britton
Jawad Ibrahim

ONE GOLD Lucas Andrewartha
Magdalena Marinovic

FIVE GOLD Michelle Iseokwema
Daniel Hastings

TWO BLUE Amila D’Orazio
Nicholas Caruso

FIVE GREEN Annie Neal
Isla Randles

TWO GOLD Felix Orlando
Elsie Blunt

SIX BLUE Evie Macheda 
Julian Paladino

THREE BLUE Mila Pantano
Daniel Muccillo

SIX GOLD Adele Conte
Dylan Di Fiore

THREE GOLD Ivy Johnson
Jayden Barkho

SIX GREEN Joshua Casaletto
Rose Wieladek

Safer Internet Day

Safer Internet Day is a global event that encourages 

children to use technology in a safe, responsible and 

respectful way. It highlights the importance of protecting 

personal information, being kind to others online, and 

speaking to a trusted adult if something on the internet 

makes them feel unsure. Families are encouraged to 

continue these conversations at home and work together 

to support positive digital habits for all students.

Safer Internet Day

https://pixabay.com/images/search/award/
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A message from St Columba’s College

Welcome back to all students and families 
for the start of the 2026 school year. We 
hope the year ahead is one of growth, 
purpose and possibility for your whole 
community.

For Grade 5 students and families, this is 
often the time when thoughts begin to turn 
to the secondary schooling journey ahead. 

At St Columba’s College, we offer College tours throughout the 
year to support families as they explore their options.

These engaging tours provide a genuine, behind-the-scenes look 
at the College in action and the distinctive educational 
experience we offer. 
Led by our student ambassadors, College Registrar and a 
member of our leadership team, tours offer the opportunity to 
explore our campus, ask questions and gain a clear sense of life 
at St Columba’s.

For the latest information on College tour dates for 2026, please 
visit www.columba.vic.edu.au/enrolment

St Columba’s College ToursSt Bernard’s College Tours & Year 7 2028 Applications

Strathmore Football Club

http://www.columba.vic.edu.au/
http://www.columba.vic.edu.au/enrolment
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Maribyrnong Football Club
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Important Dates

FEBRUARY 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1

2 3 4 5
Opening School Mass 
9:15am

6 7 8

9
Reconciliation Parent 
Info Evening 7pm 
(Change of Date)

10 11 12 13
Zooper Doopers

14
Yr 2 Family Mass & 
Yr 3 Commitment 
Mass 6pm

15
Yr 2 Family Mass & 
Yr 3 Commitment 
Mass 9:30am

16 17
Shrove Tuesday

18
Ash Wednesday

19 20
Zooper Doopers
Year 6 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

21 22

23 24
Prep & Year 6 BBQ 
6-8pm

25 26
Whole School 
Swimming Sports

27
Gala Day 1
Zooper Doopers

28

MARCH 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1

2
PA Meeting (in 
person) 7pm

3 4
School Closure Day

5 6
Year 5 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

7 8

9 10
Yr 6 Camp

11
Yr 6 Camp
NAPLAN (Yr 3 & Yr 5)

12
Yr 6 Camp
NAPLAN (Yr 3 & Yr 5)
Second Hand Uniform 
Sale 2:30pm
School Advisory 
Council Meeting

13
Yr 6 Camp
NAPLAN (Yr 3 & Yr 5)

14
Yr 3 Commitment 
Mass 6pm

15
Yr 3 Commitment 
Mass 9:30am

16
NAPLAN (Yr 3 & Yr 5)

17
School Tour

18
School Photo Day

19
School Tour

20
Year 4 Assembly
2:25pm (Hall)

21 22

23 24
Sibling Photo Day
Yr 3 Reconciliation 
3:30-4:30pm

25
Yr 6 Mass 9:30am

26
Yr 3 Reconciliation 
3:30-4:30pm

27
Food Day - Sushi

28
Yr 3 Commitment 
Mass (Certificate) 6pm

29

30 31
School Closure Day
Learning Conferences

APRIL 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1
Stations of the Cross

2
Easter Raffle
Last Day of Term 1 - 
1:30pm finish

3
Good Friday

4
Easter Saturday

5
Easter Sunday

6
Easter Monday

7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20
Term 2 Begins

21 22
Yr 5 Mass 9:30am

23
Holy Communion 
Parent Info Evening 
7pm

24
ANZAC Day Ceremony

25
ANZAC Day

26

27 28
Italian Day

29
Yr 4 Mass 9:30am

30
School Advisory 
Council Meeting
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TheirCare News

One less thing to worry about later with Before and After School Care at TheirCare.

Even if you don’t need before or after school care right now, enrolling your child means it’s there when you do.

Work runs late. Meetings pop up. Appointments happen. Kids get invited places. Life moves fast, and having care 
already set up makes those days so much easier.

The good news? There’s no catch.
• It costs nothing to enrol
• You won’t pay unless you actually book a session
• Care can cost as little as a few dollars per session (after CCS)

So you can enrol, be prepared, and only use it when you need it.
Your child will be with caring educators, doing fun activities, and spending time with friends in a safe, familiar space.

It only takes a few minutes to set up and future you will be glad it’s done.

Click here to enrol:  https://theircare.com.au/families/

https://theircare.com.au/families/

