' St. Vincent de Paul Primary School . System Update:Febrauary 2016

- Version 0.2 ' Date of Next Review:

Dogs & Other Animals on Parish
Grounds Policy

Introduction:

St. Vincent de Paul Primary School acknowledges the important role that dogs & other animals play in
our community and the positive impact that they can have on family life. For many school community
members, dogs and other animals are an important part of the family unit and valuable companions

for students.

St. Vincent de Paul Primary School also acknowledges its obligation to take all reasonable
precautions to protect the safety of all staff, students & other members of the school community who
may be exposed to potential harm or injury as a result of their contact with dogs and other animals on
the parish grounds.

To ensure the safety of all members of the school community, dogs and other animals are not
permitted on parish grounds or at school events unless approval is first sought from the
Principal or Deputy Principal. Parish grounds includes church and school grounds. The time
includes before and after school. School events include but are not limited to sports and
swimming carnivals.

The School does allow for animals to visit classrooms, but only for specific purposes (such as show
and tell, pet days, or a small classroom pet under the care of a Staff Member). Furthermore, the policy
only allows animals in classrooms with the prior consent from a member of the School Improvement

Team.

Purpose:

The purpose of this procedure is to ensure the safety of all staff, students and other members of the
school community by providing guidelines for ensuring dogs and other animals brought onto parish
grounds do not pose a health, safety or hygiene risk.

Scope:
These guidelines apply to all sites under the control of St. Vincent de Paul Primary School and to
members of the school community who intend to bring dogs or other animals to a school site.

Procedure:

Any dog or other animals brought onto parish grounds must be appropriately restrained at all times.
This must be on either a short (non-extendable) lead, restrained by a person at least 16 years of age
who is able to restrain the animal, or in an enclosed compartment. Owners of dogs and/or other
animals on school grounds must comply with all relevant local council regulations & other statutory
provisions such as the Victorian Domestic Animals Act 1994.

If approval is given by the School Improvement Team owners of dogs & other animals are requested
to: ‘
» Always be mindful that children are the first priority in a school environment and that some
children are unfamiliar and/or afraid of dogs & other animals.
» Assess the temperament & demeanour of their animal before entering the parish grounds and
are requested not to enter the parish grounds if the animal is not suited to an environment
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where children are present. Animals with a difficult temperament and who are fearful, timid or
dominant should not be brought onto the parish grounds at any time.

»  Take responsibility for the care of the animal.

» Not leave dogs or other animals tied-up and/or left unattended at any time.

»  Take responsibility for any injury or harm caused to people and / or damage to property as a
result of the dog or other animal’s presence.

»  Cleaning-up and disposal of any excrement from the parish grounds.

NOTE: Incidents involving dog bites or injuries to children, adults or other animals will be reported by
St. Vincent de Paul Primary School to the Local Council.

Hygiene of all animals must be maintained at all times. Hygiene with respect to dogs and other
animals shall be maintained by the owner through:
»  Appropriate cleaning of any toileting behaviour (carry plastic bags to do this) and by removing
the refuse from parish grounds for disposal;
» Keeping dogs and animals out of sandpits or other play areas (keep to paths and
passageways, and out of lunch and play areas);
»  Only healthy dogs and animals are allowed on school grounds (to prevent cross-infection to
other pets etc);
» Keeping dogs and animals from licking or other means of transfer of any infection.

Assisting / Guide Dogs:

St. Vincent de Paul Primary School is an open entry school and welcomes all students & members of
the community, including those that require assistance from ‘service dogs’. The school will ensure that
students or members of the school community who require the assistance of a dog are
accommodated appropriately with suitable shelter and nourishment provided for the dogs whilst on
site. These dogs are exempt from all other requirements of this procedure.

References:

Department of Environment & Primary Industries
http://www.depi.vic.gov.au/pets/dogs/legal-requirements-for-dog-owners

Dogs Victoria
http://www.dogsvictoria.org.au/DogsPuppies/CaringforyourDog/DogsandthelLaw.aspx
Victorian Government

Domestic Animals Act 1994
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